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2010 CFC 503.5.2 (SFM amendment) indicates that “school grounds” may be
fenced and gates therein may be equipped with locks, provided that properly
located and sized safe dispersal areas are provided within the fenced area.

2010 CBC 1027.6 Access to a public way requires that an exit discharge provide
a direct and unobstructed access to the public way.

The exception to the 2010 CBC gives the parameters of the Safe Dispersal Area
requirements when utilized in lieu of direct access to the public way. Item #4
states that the (area) shall be provided with a safe and unobstructed path of
travel from the building.

1. If a K-12 school ground (campus) is fenced and the gates therein
equipped with locks, per CFC 503.5.2, are the gates in any intermediary
fencing that traverses the Exit Discharge path to the Safe Dispersal
Area(s) required to have panic hardware to meet the provision for a direct
and unobstructed access to these Safe Dispersal Area(s)?

Yes. 2010 California Building Code Section 1008.1.10 would apply.




2. Where Safe Dispersal Area is not provided, will the gates on the perimeter
of the school ground be required to have panic hardware?

Yes. During normal school hours and during special events, panic
hardware would be required at any door or gate along the egress
pathway to a public way or safe-dispersal area.

3. Are Community Colleges exempt from these requirements?

No.



