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April 11, 2013 
 
 
Michael J. Richwine 
Assistant State Fire Marshal 
Department of Forestry and Fire Protection 
Office of the State Fire Marshal 
 
Dear Mr. Richwine, 
 

In response to your letter dated March 21, 2013, the IAFF agrees to the following 
modifications to the Fire Ground Survival program when taught in California so it 
is recognized as equivalent to the state’s survival program: 
  
SCBA Emergencies- The IAFF FGS curriculum will include the same information 
covered in the state's curriculum.  Pages 31-39, FSTEP Fire Fighter Survival 
Instructor & Student Guide, January 2010 Edition will be covered in lecture via a 
handout given to students on the first day of class.  This handout will be inserted 
within the appendix of the IAFF FGS manuals. The handout will be created 
through a collaborative effort between the SFT RIC cadre and IAFF FGS Master 
Instructors from California.  The classroom instruction will be reinforced during 
hands on training during the IAFF FGS SCBA Familiarization and Confidence 
Course drills. 
  
Hook 2, Slide to 4 - The IAFF curriculum includes the same technique as the 
state's program.  Furthermore, and as stated in previous communications, the 
IAFF will not teach the head first ladder slide in California. 
  
Hose Slide - In addition to the IAFF FGS technique, IAFF FGS instruction will 
include the same instruction found within the state's program included on pages 
53-54, FSTEP Fire Fighter Survival Instructor & Student Guide, January 2010 
Edition. 
  
IAFF FGS Master Instructor Training 
  
IAFF FGS Train the Trainer is delivered using a cadre of forty Master Instructors 
from the United States and Canada.  All IAFF FGS Master Instructors will be 
trained in the California content during the annual IAFF Instructor Development 
Conference in November 2013.  To ensure California has FGS Master Instructors 
trained in these changes before November, the ten Master Instructors employed 
by fire departments within Los Angeles County will be trained within 60 days after 
equivalency is granted and course materials approved. 
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Remediation of California Firefighters Trained Prior to Equivalency 
  
Currently there are approximately two hundred California fire fighters that have 
completed the IAFF FGS Train-the-Trainer program.  These trainers are 
responsible for training over 3,700 California fire fighters using IAFF FGS 
instructional materials. 
  
Approximately 3,500 of these fire fighters are employed by fire departments 
within Los Angeles County.  These fire fighters will be taught the California 
content as part of the upcoming Los Angeles County Regional Training Group's 
IAFF FGS training scheduled for late 2013 or early 2014.   
  
The remaining fire fighters who do not work in Los Angeles County will receive a 
training bulletin addressing the content areas discussed above. This training 
bulletin will be created through a collaborative effort between the SFT RIC cadre 
and IAFF FGS Master Instructors from California. 
  
We appreciate the opportunity to work with State Fire Training to ensure the IAFF 
FGS Program is recognized as equivalent in California.  This will allow IAFF FGS 
trained fire fighters to enroll and complete SFT's RIC Operations course without 
having to go through the state's survival program.   
 
Sincerely, 
 


 
Jim Brinkley 
Director of Occupational Health and Safety 
 
cc: Lou Paulson, President, California Professional Firefighters 
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