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IAFF Fire Ground Survival Program 

California Training Supplement 

 

The International Association of Fire Fighter’s (IAFF) has worked with CAL FIRE, Office 
of the State Fire Marshal, State Fire Training (SFT) to recognize the IAFF Fire Ground 
Survival (FGS) course as equivalent to SFT’s Fire Service Training and Education 
System (FSTEP) Fire Fighter Survival course.  Equivalency was granted, subsequent to 
approval by the Statewide Training and Education Advisory Committee (STEAC) and 
the State Board of Fire Services (SBFS) based on the IAFF FGS course including the 
following SFT Fire Fighter Survival course elements when taught in California: 
 

 SCBA Emergencies curriculum, SFT FF Survival Course Pages 31-39 

 Hose Slide curriculum, SFT FF Survival Course Pages 53-54 

Although these topics are covered in the IAFF FGS course, the instructional information 
does not completely parallel the SFT course.  Effective immediately, all IAFF FGS 
courses taught in California will include the attached instructional material for the above 
topics.  Additionally, because the SFT, as established by STEAC and SBFS does not 
allow the upper floor egress technique of head first ladder decent to be taught in 
courses recognized by SFT, the Rapid (Head First) Ladder Escape technique included 
in the IAFF FGS course will not be taught in California. 
 
Because the IAFF FGS course is recognized as equivalent to the SFT course, 
individuals who have completed, or who will complete the IAFF FGS Operations and 
Train the Trainer Courses will be deemed to have met the Fire Fighter Survival 
prerequisite for participation in the FSTEP RIC Operations course.   
 
The pathway for individuals to obtain course equivalency is as follows:  
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Type Description Former Future 
Student  Completed IAFF 

FGS Operations 
course offered by 
their fire department 
and taught by IAFF 
FGS Instructors. 

The Lead IAFF FGS Instructor for 
each California fire department is 
responsible for ensuring the SFT 
supplemental materials are 
reviewed by each former IAFF 
FGS Operations course student 
and, where necessary appropriate 
skills are demonstrated.  The 
department’s Lead IAFF FGS 
Instructor will send the IAFF the 
names of individuals who have 
reviewed the SFT instructional 
material and who are interested in 
obtaining SFT FF Survival course 
equivalency.  The IAFF will 
confirm the individuals on the list 
have completed the IAFF FGS 
Awareness and Operations 
courses, and will issue new 
course completion certificates 
which will include the following 
statement:  
 
“Completed the requirements for 
CAL FIRE, Office of the State Fire 
Marshal, State Fire Training Fire 
Fighter Survival course 
completion equivalency”  
 

The SFT FF Survival 
supplemental instructional 
materials, and instructions not to 
use the IAFF FGS Head First 
Ladder Escape technique 
instructional material, will be 
provided in hard copy during the 
first day of Operations course 
training.  Information reinforced 
during lecture provided by IAFF 
FGS Instructor and, where 
necessary appropriate skills are 
demonstrated.  The IAFF FGS 
Operations course completion 
certificate will include the 
statement: 
 
“Completed the requirements for 
CAL FIRE, Office of the State 
Fire Marshal, State Fire Training 
Fire Fighter Survival course 
completion equivalency” 
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Type Description Former Future 
Instructor Completed IAFF 

FGS Train the 
Trainer course 
offered by the IAFF 
and taught by IAFF 
FGS Master 
Instructors. 

The IAFF FGS Master Instructor 
for each Train the Trainer class 
taught in each California (LA 
County, Burbank, Pasadena, 
Marin County) fire department is 
responsible for ensuring the SFT 
supplemental materials are 
reviewed by each former IAFF 
FGS Train the Trainer course 
student and, where necessary 
appropriate skills are 
demonstrated.  The IAFF FGS 
Master Instructor will send the 
IAFF the names of individuals 
who have reviewed the SFT 
instructional material and who are 
interested in obtaining a SFT FF 
Survival course equivalency.  The 
IAFF will confirm the individuals 
on the list have completed the 
IAFF FGS Awareness and Train 
the Trainer courses, and will issue 
new course completion 
certificates which will include the 
following statement:  
 
“Completed the requirements for 
CAL FIRE, Office of the State Fire 
Marshal, State Fire Training Fire 
Fighter Survival course 
completion equivalency” 
 

The SFT FF Survival 
supplemental instructional 
materials, and instructions not to 
use the IAFF FGS Head First 
Ladder Escape technique 
instructional material, will be 
provided in hard copy during the 
first day of Train the Trainer.  
Information reinforced during 
lecture provided by IAFF FGS 
Master Instructor and, where 
necessary appropriate skills are 
demonstrated.  The IAFF FGS 
Train the Trainer course 
completion certificate will include 
the statement: 
 
“Completed the requirements for 
CAL FIRE, Office of the State 
Fire Marshal, State Fire Training 
Fire Fighter Survival course 
completion equivalency” 
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Type Description Former Future 
Master 
Instructor 

Responsible for 
teaching IAFF FGS 
Train the Trainer 
courses. 

IAFF FGS Master Instructors from 
California will review the SFT FF 
Survival supplemental 
instructional materials during the 
IAFF Instructional Development 
Conference November 2013. The 
IAFF will provide FGS Master 
Instructors new course completion 
certificates which will include the 
following statement:  
 “Completed the requirements for 
CAL FIRE, Office of the State Fire 
Marshal, State Fire Training Fire 
Fighter Survival course 
completion equivalency” 
 
 

The SFT FF Survival 
supplemental instructional 
materials, and instructions not to 
use the IAFF FGS Head First 
Ladder Escape technique 
instructional material, will be 
provided in hard copy during the 
annual Instructor Development 
Conference.   Information 
reinforced during lecture 
provided by Derek Alkonis.  The 
IAFF will provide new FGS 
Master Instructors course 
completion certificates which will 
include the following statement:  

 
“Completed the requirements for 
CAL FIRE, Office of the State 
Fire Marshal, State Fire Training 
Fire Fighter Survival course 
completion equivalency” 
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Skill #5: Hose Slide 

Skill #5: Hose Slide 

If operating above the first floor and performing fire attack, you may find your means of egress cut off 
due to rapidly advancing fire. Using your attack line as a means of escape is similar to sliding the 
pole at the fire house. But as with any of these last resort skills, proper training and practice is 
always necessary. 

This is a last resort method of escaping the heat, smoke, and fire gases from an advancing fire. 

Time Frame: 0:30 (if combined with other aboveground skills; time frame 
must be adjusted. 

Students (Minimum): One company 

Materials Needed: • Appropriate training structure with 1st- or 2nd-story window 
(recommended minimum 24"x24") 

• 1¾" charged hoseline (minimum size) 
• Fall protection system 
• Full personal protective equipment 

Site Preparation: • Ensure that site is free of all hazards. 
• Confirm that appropriate anchor can be constructed in 

accordance with fall protection system. 

Instructor Directions: 1. Review the skill. 
2. Review fall protection system requirements. 
3. Assign personnel/students to appropriate fall protection 

positions. 
4. Review the fall protection system with all 

personnel/students. 
5. Ensure all students are wearing full personal protective 

equipment. 
6. Ensure all students are wearing a full-body harness 

attached to a safety line in accordance to the fall protection 
system requirements.  

7. Perform a final safety check prior to performing the skill. 

Student Directions: 

1. Locate the window. 
 Closing the door to the room to buy additional time, if possible. 

2. Travel to the window. 
 Staying low due to heat and smoke. 
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Skill #5: Hose Slide 

3. Clear the window frame of glass and screen if needed. 
 Starting at the top to ensure maximum removal of fire gasses and heat. 
 Removing any glass landing on the sill to avoid injury. 

4. Push the nozzle and hoseline out the window. 
 Removing all slack. 

 

5. Once the hoseline is out the window, proceed onto 
the window sill. 
 Staying low. 
 Placing one arm and one leg out the window. 
 Rotating body so both arms are in the room and 

both legs are outside the window. 
 Balancing on your abdominal area. 

 

6. Position yourself on the hoseline. 
 Grabbing hoseline above the sill with one hand 

and below the sill with the other hand. 
 Wrapping legs around the hoseline. 
 Securing the hoseline between your knees and 

feet. 
7. Travel down hoseline to a safe location. 

 Always maintaining four points of contact. 
 Feet, knees, both hands. 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

James E. Brinkley 
has successfully completed the 32-hour 

IAFF Fire Ground Survival Train-the-Trainer Course 

held November 18, 2010, is a  

Certified IAFF FGS Operations Course Instructor  

for the Los Angeles County Fire Department, and has 

Successfully completed the requirements for CAL FIRE,  

Office of the State Fire Marshal,  

State Fire Training Fire Fighter Survival course completion equivalency 

 

 

November 18, 2010  
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