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Subject/Agenda Action Item: National Accreditation Update

Recommended Actions: Information/Discussion
Background Information:

At the January 16, 2015 meeting STEAC approved a staff recommendation to formally approve moving
forward with accreditation of State Fire Training by both IFSAC and Pro Board. At their May 15, 2015
meeting, the SBFS also approved this recommendation.

Analysis/Summary of Issue:

On July 5, 2015 staff submitted applications and self-study reports to IFSAC and Pro Board. Over the next
few months’ staff worked closely with both organizations to answer their questions about how SFT would
implement the proposed certification examination process and issue certifications.

On November 3-4, 2015 an IFSAC peer review site team visited SFT and conducted a thorough review of
our proposed program. The site team is recommending full accreditation for Fire Fighter | certification. This
recommendation will be voted on at the next IFSAC general meeting to be held sometime in April 2016 in
Oklahoma.

On December 2-3, 2015 a Pro Board peer review site team visited SFT and conducted a thorough review
of our proposed program. The site team is recommending full accreditation for Fire Fighter | certification.
This recommendation will be voted on at the next Pro Board general meeting to be held on January 15-16,
2016 in Orlando, Florida.

Both organizations were very pleased with the proposed policies, procedures and implementation plans
presented by staff. Neither organization noted any deficiencies in our proposed implementation plans.

Having crossed this hurdle, staff is now working on plans to roll out this program on a statewide basis

during 2016. A questionnaire has been sent out to all ARTPs and ALAs seeking information that will allow
staff to appropriately schedule Evaluator Training courses on a statewide basis.

“The Department of Forestry and Fire Protection serves and safeguards the people and protects the property and resources of California.”


http://www.fire.ca.gov/

SFT would like to thank all of our stakeholders for their support and participation during this approval
process. The Pro Board peer review team asked that several stakeholder interviews be scheduled while
they conducted their review. The following individuals graciously committed time to this process:

Ken Kehmna, Fire Chief, Santa Clara County Fire Department (STEAC member)

Randy Collins, Fire Technology Director, Santa Rosa Junior College (STEAC Member)

Bob Briare, Labor Representative (STEAC Member)

Jeff Seaton, Fire Technology Director, South Bay Regional Public Safety Training Consortium

In addition, during both site visits Sierra Community College Regional Fire Academy conducted a series of
skills examination scenarios which allowed the peer review teams to observe how we plan to implement
skills examinations on a statewide basis. SFT appreciates the continued support of Sierra College in
implementing the proposed certification examination process.



