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State Fire Training 

Mission Statement 
The mission of State Fire Training is to enable the California fire service to safely protect life and 
property through education, training, and certification. 

California Fire Service Training and Education System 
The California Fire Service Training and Education System (CFSTES) was established to provide a 
single statewide focus for fire service training in California. CFSTES is a composite of all the 
elements that contribute to the development, delivery, and administration of training for the 
California Fire Service. The authority for the central coordination of this effort is vested in the 
Training Division of the California State Fire Marshal's Office with oversight provided by the 
State Board of Fire Services. 
The role of CFSTES is one of facilitating, coordinating, and assisting in the development and 
implementation of standards and certification for the California fire service. CFSTES manages the 
California Fire Academy System by providing standardized curriculum and tests; accredited 
courses leading to certification; approved standardized training programs for local and regional 
delivery; administering the certification system; and publishing Career Development Guides, 
Instructors Guides, Student Manuals, Student Supplements, and other related support materials. 
This system is as successful and effective as the people involved in it are. It is a fire service 
system developed by the fire service, for the fire service...  and we believe it is the best one in 
the country. 

Acknowledgments 

State Fire Training coordinated the development of the material contained in this guide. Before 
its publication, the Statewide Training and Education Advisory Committee (STEAC) and the State 
Board of Fire Services (SBFS) recommended this guide for adoption by the State Fire Marshal 
(SFM). This guide is appropriate for fire service personnel and for personnel in related 
occupations that are pursuing State Fire Training certification. 
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Introduction 

A Certification Training Standards (CTS) Guide is developed for each rank in the fire service -- 
fire fighter, driver/operator, fire instructor, fire officer, etc. The CTS Guide lists every 
responsibility a person is expected to complete and a student performance goal that includes a 
measurable minimum performance standard. In addition, a comprehensive list of reference 
resources is provided. The CTS Guide has several valuable uses: 
1. It is the foundation for the certification programs recommended for adoption by the SBFS. 

Any certification program must be based upon job-related knowledge and measurable 
objectives. 

2. It provides measurable minimum performance standards. The validity and reliability of fire 
service entrance and promotional examinations can be more easily defended when such 
measurable standards are utilized. 
These performance standards will need to be augmented by additional training in order to 
master the knowledge and skills needed for specialized operations. 

3. It lists a variety of reference resources that may be studied in order to enhance job 
performance. A student can be confident that any eventual testing will be based upon the 
authoritative resources being studied. It is this fostering of individual confidence and 
initiative, which may become the most important accomplishment of the CTS Guide. 

Format 
The following is the standardized format for a Certification Training Standards Guide. 

Title 
The title should be written as concise as possible and provides the first indication that the 
standard is cognitive, psychomotor, or both. This indication is accomplished by using 
corresponding verbs. A task title might be, "Describe, and Demonstrate the Use of Ropes." This 
shows that there are both cognitive and psychomotor requirements. 

Authority 
Each CTS is keyed, when possible, to a subsection of the appropriate National Fire Protection 
Association (NFPA) Professional Qualifications. Because of this correlation between the CTS 
Guide and the NFPA standard, it can be said that each fire service position in California's 
certification system meets or exceeds the corresponding NFPA standard. In order to achieve this 
and satisfy the desired performance for California fire service personnel, a standard that the 
NFPA has designated for a particular level (Fire Inspector III for example) may be included in 
California's Fire Inspector II or Fire Plans Examiner requirements. Moreover, in some instances, 
because of repetition in the NFPA standard, several subsections might be cited for a single CTS. 
In other instances, California may have a requirement that has been overlooked or neglected by 
the NFPA. When there is no NFPA subsection in the standard to cite, the authority requiring the 
standard, or a performance within the standard, is listed. In most cases, the authority cited is the 
State Fire Marshal or California Code of Regulations. These requirements are printed in italics. 
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Level 
Three levels of learning are used in a CTS Guide. These levels are defined as: 
Level I: Knowledge 

 The recall or recognition of previously learned material (facts, theories, etc.) in 
essentially the same form as taught. Students will be able to name, match, list, and 
identify a concept, principle, or object. 

Level II: Comprehension 
 The ability to grasp the meaning of pieces of information in order to form concepts, 
principles, generalizations, and to perform single skills. Students will be able to 
describe and demonstrate the use of an identified concept, principle, or object. 

Level III: Application 
 The ability to take the concepts, principles, and skills learned at the comprehension 
level and put them to use when confronted with new problem situations. Students will 
be able to solve problems, develop methods, perform under actual conditions, and 
analyze the interrelationships within a concept or the relationship of a concept with 
other facts. 

Performance Goal 
The heart of the CTS Guide is contained in the performance goals. They attempt to specifically 
measure what a student knows or is capable of doing at the end of the instructional period by 
defining the amount of technical knowledge required or the skill of the psychomotor 
performance. The performance goal provides the instructor or testing agency with these 
guidelines. 
1. What the student should be given to accomplish the CTS. 
2. What the student should be able to accomplish. 
3. How well the student should perform. 
4. The authoritative reference resources being employed. 
Given 
Technically, the performance goal differs from a student behavioral objective (in a lesson plan) 
because the "Given" or "Condition" sections are not the same. In a behavioral objective, the 
"Condition" contains what the student is given at the time of testing. In a performance goal, the 
"Given" contains a block of information necessary for a student to study and accomplish the 
corresponding performance. 
Performance 
The "Performance" section of the performance goal lists, in detail, what a student must 
accomplish in order to satisfy the CTS. Four operative verbs are used in this section: 
1. Identify means that a Level I cognitive response (written or verbal) is required from the 

student. 
2. Describe means that a Level II cognitive response (written or verbal) is required from the 

student. 
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3. Demonstrate means that some physical response is required so that the student's 
psychomotor skills or cognitive product can be judged, and is not necessarily tied to a level 
of learning. 

4. Analyze means that a Level III cognitive response (written or verbal) is necessary, most often 
in an in-depth analysis of a concept, problem, or other situation. 

To cut down on the sheer size of the CTS Guide, the many details included in the "Performance" 
section precluded the necessity of writing a series of task analyses on closely related subjects. 
For example, when talking about heat, smoke, and flame detection systems, it became possible 
to write: 

 
Generally, but not always, each numbered item in the "Performance" is a job. Sometimes, 
however, many jobs are included in a single numbered item. In this case, each bullet represents 
a single job. 
Standard 
The "Standard" section of the performance goal identifies how the student will be evaluated. For 
cognitive requirements, the standard will be with a minimum 80% accuracy on a written exam. 
For psychomotor requirements, the standard will be by completing all operations on a 
performance test. In the cases where the CTS has both psychomotor and cognitive performance 
goals, the standard will list both the written exam and a performance test. 

Learning Resources 
A list of available authoritative reference resources supporting the performance goal. 
 

1. Demonstrate how to tie knots and hitches used by the fire service, which shall include: 

 Family of figure eight knot  

 Square knot 

 Half hitch 

 Bowline 

 Bowline on a bight 

 Clove hitch 

 Half sheep shank with safety 
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Certification Tracks - 2008 

 
The above information only identifies the educational requirements for each level of certification. In addition to the courses listed above, each 
level of certification requires a minimum experience in the subject area and/or certification prerequisites. For complete information, refer to the 

State Fire Training Polices and Procedures Manual.      - - - - - - line = alternate prerequisite available 
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FIRE INSPECTOR I 

ADMINISTRATION 

1. Describe the Role of the Fire Inspector I 

AUTHORITY: 2003 NFPA 1031: Professional Qualifications for Fire Inspector and Plan 
Examiner, Sections 4.2.5, 4.3.15 
State Fire Marshal 

LEVEL: II 
 
PERFORMANCE GOAL 
GIVEN: 
1. A summary of terms that are commonly used by a Fire Inspector I 
2. A summary of the legally established responsibilities and empowerment related to the 

performance of the duties of a Fire Inspector I 
3. A summary of the jurisdictional organizations that have requirements or conduct inspections 

relating to life safety or fire prevention 
4. A summary of the basic features of the state and national reporting system 
5. A summary of basic public education and public relations efforts 
6. A summary of the importance of fire prevention compliance 
7. A summary of the need for conducting a fire inspection on all occupancy classifications 
8. A summary of sources for code enforcement procedures 
PERFORMANCE: 
1. Describe the definition of terms that are commonly used by Fire Inspector I 
2. Describe the legally established responsibilities and empowerment related to the 

performance of the duties of a Fire Inspector I 
3. Describe the jurisdictional organizations that have requirements or conduct inspections 

relating to life safety or fire prevention 
4. Describe the basic features of the state and national reporting system 
5. Describe basic public education and public relations efforts 
6. Describe the importance of fire prevention compliance 
7. Describe the need for conducting a fire inspection on all occupancy classifications 
8. Describe sources for code enforcement procedures, which may include: 

 California Building Code 
 California Code of Regulations, Title 19 
 California Fire Code 
 Fire prevention textbooks 
 International Code Council 
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 Local codes and ordinances 
 National Fire Protection Association 

STANDARD: 
By completing all assignments and activities, and passing all written tests and quizzes with a 
minimum of 80% accuracy 
 
REFERENCE RESOURCES 

 California Building Code, BSC/ICC, 2007 Edition, Chapter # 
 California Code of Regulations, Title 19: Public Safety, OAL, 2007 Edition, Division #, 

Chapter #, Article # 
 California Fire Code, BSC/ICC, 2007 Edition, Chapter # 
 Fire Inspection and Code Enforcement, IFSTA/FPP, Sixth Edition, Chapter # 
 International Fire Code and Commentary, ICC, 2006 Edition 
 Local codes and ordinances 
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2. Describe and Demonstrate Writing and Maintaining an Inspection Report 

AUTHORITY: 2003 NFPA 1031: Professional Qualifications for Fire Inspector and Plan 
Examiner, Sections 4.2.1, 4.2.5, and 4.3.2 

LEVEL: II 
 
PERFORMANCE GOAL 
GIVEN: 
1. A summary of the purpose and function of an inspection report 
2. Samples of various inspection forms and reports 
3. A summary of the appropriate context of inspection reports 
4. A summary of the need for and benefits of proper documentation, accuracy, and 

completeness 
5. A summary of local report preparation and filing procedures 
6. A summary of the confidentiality and privacy requirements 
7. An inspection scenario 
PERFORMANCE: 
1. Describe the purpose and function of an inspection report, which may include: 

 Providing due process 
 Documenting 
 Communicating formally 

2. Describe various inspection reports, which may include: 
 Generic inspection forms, checklists, or reports 
 Occupancy specific forms, checklists, or reports 

3. Describe the appropriate context of most inspection reports, which shall include: 
 Using appropriate and descriptive terminology 
 Using correct grammar, spelling, and syntax 
 Providing detailed and organized narrative 
 Including only known facts 
 Including the who, what, when, where, why, and how 
 Including a sketch or diagram when appropriate 

4. Describe the need for and benefits of proper documentation, accuracy, and completeness 
5. Describe confidentiality and privacy requirements 
6. Describe and demonstrate writing an inspection report, which shall include: 

 Identifying and interpreting applicable codes and standards 
 Identifying penalties for failure to correct violations 
 Identifying premise, owner, and contact information 
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 Identifying violations, code sections cited, and descriptions 
7. Describe maintaining an inspection report, which shall include: 

 Disseminating the report 
 Filing the report 
 Record keeping requirements 
 Follow-up procedures 

STANDARD: 
By completing all operations on a performance test, completing all assignments and activities, 
passing all written tests and quizzes with a minimum of 80% accuracy 
 
REFERENCE RESOURCES 

 California Health and Safety Code, Division #, Part #, Chapter #, Article # 
 Fire Inspection and Code Enforcement, IFSTA/FPP, Sixth Edition, Chapter # 
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3. Describe the Procedures for Issuing a Permit 

AUTHORITY: 2003 NFPA 1031: Professional Qualifications for Fire Inspector and Plan 
Examiner, Sections 4.2.2, 4.2.5, 4.3.15, and 5.2.1 

LEVEL: II 
 
PERFORMANCE GOAL 
GIVEN: 
1. Describe local regulations for the issuance of licenses or permits 
2. Describe the processes, procedures, or business operations within the jurisdiction that 

requires licenses and/or permits 
3. Describe permit policies of the jurisdiction and the rationale for the permit 
4. Describe permit procedures 
PERFORMANCE: 
1. Describe local regulations for the issuance of licenses or permits, which may include: 

 Application procedures 
 Compliance required 
 Required inspections 
 Retention permits 
 Revocation of permits 

2. Describe the processes, procedures, or business operations within the jurisdiction that 
requires licenses and/or permits 

3. Describe permit policies of the jurisdiction and the rationale for the permit, which shall 
include: 
 Operational use permits 
 Construction permits 

4. Describe permit procedures, which shall include: 
 Applicable codes, standards, and policies of the jurisdiction 
 Issuance 
 Tracking and renewal 
 Fees and charges 

STANDARD: 
By completing all assignments and activities, and passing all written tests and quizzes with a 
minimum of 80% accuracy 
 
REFERENCE RESOURCES 
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 California Code of Regulations, Title 19: Public Safety, OAL, 2007 Edition, Division #, 
Chapter #, Article # 

 California Code of Regulations, Title 24: California Building Standards Code, BSC, 2007 
Edition, Division #, Chapter #, Article # 

 California Health and Safety Code, Division #, Part #, Chapter #, Article # 
 Fire Inspection and Code Enforcement, IFSTA/FPP, Sixth Edition, Chapter # 
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4. Describe the Need for a Plan Review 

AUTHORITY: 2003 NFPA 1031: Professional Qualifications for Fire Inspector and Plan 
Examiner, Section 4.2.3 

LEVEL: II 
 
PERFORMANCE GOAL 
GIVEN: 
1. A summary of the need for a plan review 
2. A summary of plan review submittal requirements 
3. An inquiry or field conditions 
PERFORMANCE: 
1. Describe the need for a plan review, which shall include: 

 Field conditions 
 Construction 
 Wildland/urban interface 
 Operational use 
 Fire flow and access 

2. Describe plan review submittal policies 
STANDARD: 
By completing all assignments and activities, and passing all written tests and quizzes with a 
minimum of 80% accuracy 
 
REFERENCE RESOURCES 

 California Code of Regulations, Title 24: California Building Standards Code, BSC, 2007 
Edition, Division #, Chapter #, Article # 

 California Government Code, Title #, Division #, Part #, Chapter #, Article # 
 California Public Resources Code, Title #, Division #, Part #, Chapter #, Article # 
 Fire Inspection and Code Enforcement, IFSTA/FPP, Sixth Edition, Chapter # 
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5. Describe and Demonstrate Reading Construction Documents 

AUTHORITY: 2003 NFPA 1031: Professional Qualifications for Fire Inspector and Plan 
Examiner, Section 4.3.9 

LEVEL: II 
 
PERFORMANCE GOAL 
GIVEN: 
1. A summary of fire protection symbols and terminology 
2. A summary of procedures and techniques for reading and comprehending plans for fire 

protection systems 
3. A summary of procedures for reviewing modifications to a system 
4. Sample approved plans and field observations of an existing fire protection system 
PERFORMANCE: 
1. Describe fire protection symbols and terminology  
2. Describe and demonstrate reading and comprehending plans for fire protection systems, 

which may include: 
 Observing 
 Communicating 
 Interpreting codes 
 Recognizing problems 
 Making decisions 

3. Describe the procedures for reviewing modifications to a system, which may include: 
 Observing 
 Identifying 
 Documenting 
 Reporting in accordance with the policies of the jurisdiction 

STANDARD: 
By completing all operations on a performance test, completing all assignments and activities, 
passing all written tests and quizzes with a minimum of 80% accuracy 
 
REFERENCE RESOURCES 

 Fire Inspection and Code Enforcement, IFSTA/FPP, Sixth Edition, Chapter # 
 The Architect's Handbook of Professional Practice, Joseph A. Demkin, John Wiley & Sons, 

2001 Edition, Chapter # 
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6. Describe the Procedures for Investigating Common Complaints 

AUTHORITY: 2003 NFPA 1031: Professional Qualifications for Fire Inspector and Plan 
Examiner, Section 4.2.4 

LEVEL: III 
 
PERFORMANCE GOAL 
GIVEN: 
1. A summary of the procedures for recording complaint information 
2. A summary of the procedures to initiate the AHJ-approved process and resolve the complaint 
3. A summary of methods for complaint resolution 
4. A reported situation or condition 
PERFORMANCE: 
1. Describe procedures for recording complaint information 
2. Describe the procedures to initiate the AHJ-approved process and resolve the complaint, 

which shall include: 
 Identifying the applicable codes and standards adopted by the jurisdiction and policies of 

the jurisdiction 
3. Describe methods for complaint resolution, which shall include: 

 Recognizing the problem 
 Evaluating deficiencies 
 Identifying options for resolution 
 Referring to appropriate level or other agencies when necessary 

STANDARD: 
By completing all assignments and activities, and passing all written tests and quizzes with a 
minimum of 80% accuracy 
 
REFERENCE RESOURCES 

 California Code of Regulations, Title 19: Public Safety, OAL, 2007 Edition, Division #, 
Chapter #, Article # 

 California Code of Regulations, Title 24: California Building Standards Code, BSC, 2007 
Edition, Division #, Chapter #, Article # 

 California Health and Safety Code, Division #, Part #, Chapter #, Article # 
 Fire Inspection and Code Enforcement, IFSTA/FPP, Sixth Edition, Chapter # 
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7. Describe the Procedures for Participating in Legal Proceedings 

AUTHORITY: 2003 NFPA 1031: Professional Qualifications for Fire Inspector and Plan 
Examiner, Section 4.2.6 

LEVEL: II 
 
PERFORMANCE GOAL 
GIVEN: 
1. A summary of the need for presenting all information accurately and completely 
2. A summary of the legal requirements pertaining to rules of evidence in the legal system and 

types of legal proceedings 
3. Sample findings of a field inspection or a complaint 
PERFORMANCE: 
1. Describe the need for presenting all information accurately and completely 
2. Describe the legal requirements pertaining to rules of evidence in the legal system and types 

of legal proceedings, which shall include: 
 Communicating effectively 
 Consulting with legal counsel 
 Differentiating facts from opinions 
 Listening skills 
 Maintaining a professional courtroom demeanor and appearance 
 Differentiating between percipient versus expert witness testimony 

STANDARD: 
By completing all assignments and activities, and passing all written tests and quizzes with a 
minimum of 80% accuracy 
 
REFERENCE RESOURCES 

 California Code of Regulations, Title 19: Public Safety, OAL, 2007 Edition, Division #, 
Chapter #, Article # 

 California Code of Regulations, Title 24: California Building Standards Code, BSC, 2007 
Edition, Division #, Chapter #, Article # 

 California Health and Safety Code, Division #, Part #, Chapter #, Article # 
 Fire Inspection and Code Enforcement, IFSTA/FPP, Sixth Edition, Chapter # 



CALIFORNIA CERTIFICATION TRAINING STANDARDS FIRE INSPECTOR I 

1/24/2008 9:33 AM - 11 - 

PUBLIC EDUCATION 

8. Describe and Demonstrate Public Education for Fire Prevention 

AUTHORITY: State Fire Marshal 
LEVEL: II 
 
PERFORMANCE GOAL 
GIVEN: 
1. The process of public education for fire prevention 
2. Methods for conducting public presentations 
3. An identified fire or life safety issue 
PERFORMANCE: 
1. Identify the process of public education for fire prevention, which shall include: 

 Researching the demographics 
 Identifying the problem 
 Creating a solution 
 Implementing the program 
 Evaluating the outcome 

2. Describe methods of conducting public presentations 
3. Demonstrate developing and delivering a public education message 
STANDARD: 
By completing all operations on a performance test, completing all assignments and activities, 
passing all written tests and quizzes with a minimum of 80% accuracy 
 
REFERENCE RESOURCES 

 Public Information Officer, IFSTA/FPP, First Edition, Chapter # 
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FIELD INSPECTION 

9. Identify Occupancy Classifications and Uses 

AUTHORITY: 2003 NFPA 1031: Professional Qualifications for Fire Inspector and Plan 
Examiner, Sections 4.2.5, 4.3.1, and 5.3.2 

LEVEL: I 
 
PERFORMANCE GOAL 
GIVEN: 
1. A summary of the procedures for establishing an occupancy classification 
2. A summary of occupancy classification types 
3. A summary of state-regulated occupancy classifications 
PERFORMANCE: 
1. Identify the procedures for establishing an occupancy classification, which shall include: 

 Concurring with the building official 
2. Identify occupancy classifications and uses, which shall include: 

 Applicable codes, regulations, and standards adopted by the jurisdiction 
 Operational features 
 Fire hazards presented by various occupancies 
 Occupant load factors 

3. Identify occupancy classifications and uses, which shall include: 
 Single-use 
 Mixed-use 

4. Identify state-regulated occupancy classifications 
STANDARD: 
By completing all assignments and activities, and passing all written tests and quizzes with a 
minimum of 80% accuracy 
 
REFERENCE RESOURCES 

 California Building Code, BSC/ICC, 2007 Edition, Chapters 3 and 4 
 California Health and Safety Code, Division #, Part #, Chapter #, Article # 
 Fire Inspection and Code Enforcement, IFSTA/FPP, Sixth Edition, Chapter # 
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10. Describe and Demonstrate the Procedures for Computing the Allowable 
Occupant Load 

AUTHORITY: 2003 NFPA 1031: Professional Qualifications for Fire Inspector and Plan 
Examiner, Sections 4.3.2 and 5.3.1 

LEVEL: II 
 
PERFORMANCE GOAL 
GIVEN: 
1. A summary of the methodology for determining occupant load 
2. A summary of how to calculate the allowable occupant load 
3. A detailed description of an occupancy 
PERFORMANCE: 
1. Describe the methodology for determining occupant load, which shall include: 

 Occupancy factors related to various occupancy types 
2. Describe and demonstrate how to calculate the allowable occupant load, which shall 

include: 
 Identifying variables 
 Using measuring tools 
 Making field sketches 

STANDARD: 
By completing all operations on a performance test, completing all assignments and activities, 
passing all written tests and quizzes with a minimum of 80% accuracy 
 
REFERENCE RESOURCES 

 California Code of Regulations, Title 24: California Building Standards Code, BSC, 2007 
Edition, Division #, Chapter #, Article # 

 Fire Inspection and Code Enforcement, IFSTA/FPP, Sixth Edition, Chapter # 
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11. Describe Inspection Procedures for Means of Egress Elements 

AUTHORITY: 2003 NFPA 1031: Professional Qualifications for Fire Inspector and Plan 
Examiner, Sections 4.3.3 and 4.3.3(A) 

LEVEL: II 
 
PERFORMANCE GOAL 
GIVEN: 
1. A summary of the means of egress elements 
2. Given observations made during a field inspection of an existing building  
PERFORMANCE: 
1. Describe the means of egress, which shall include: 

 Exit access 
 Exit 
 Exit discharge 

2. Describe the means of egress elements, which shall include: 
 Maintenance 
 Deficiencies identified, documented, and reported 
 Occupancy egress requirements 
 Relationship of fixed fire protection systems to egress requirements 
 Approved means of egress (doors, hardware, and illumination) 

STANDARD: 
By completing all assignments and activities, and passing all written tests and quizzes with a 
minimum of 80% accuracy 
 
REFERENCE RESOURCES 

 California Code of Regulations, Title 19: Public Safety, OAL, 2007 Edition, Division #, 
Chapter #, Article # 

 California Code of Regulations, Title 24: California Building Standards Code, BSC, 2007 
Edition, Division #, Chapter #, Article # 

 California Health and Safety Code, Division #, Part #, Chapter #, Article # 
 Fire Inspection and Code Enforcement, IFSTA/FPP, Sixth Edition, Chapter # 
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12. Describe Building System Components 

AUTHORITY: 2003 NFPA 1031: Professional Qualifications for Fire Inspector and Plan 
Examiner, Section 4.3.4 
State Fire Marshal 

LEVEL: II 
 
PERFORMANCE GOAL 
GIVEN: 
1. A summary of construction types 
2. A summary of construction features 
3. A summary of accepted building construction methods and materials 
4. A summary of methods to verify and record the construction type for an addition or remodel 
5. Sample field observations or a description of a project and the materials being used 
PERFORMANCE: 
1. Describe the types of construction 
2. Describe construction features, which shall include: 

 Fire barriers 
 Fire walls 
 Fire partitions 
 Smoke barriers 
 Smoke partitions 
 Horizontal assemblies 
 Exterior walls 
 Shaft enclosures 
 Floor ceiling assemblies 
 Roof ceiling assemblies 
 Attic stops 
 Draft stops 
 Opening protection 
 Penetration protection 

3. Describe accepted building construction methods and materials 
4. Describe methods to verify and record the construction type for an addition or remodel 
STANDARD: 
By completing all assignments and activities, and passing all written tests and quizzes with a 
minimum of 80% accuracy 
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REFERENCE RESOURCES 
 Brannigan's Building Construction for the Fire Service, Francis L. Brannigan and Glenn P. 

Corbett, Jones & Bartlett, Fourth Edition, Chapter # 
 California Code of Regulations, Title 19: Public Safety, OAL, 2007 Edition, Division #, 

Chapter 1, Article #, Section 1.14 
 California Code of Regulations, Title 24: California Building Standards Code, BSC, 2007 

Edition, Division #, Chapter #, Article # 
 Fire Inspection and Code Enforcement, IFSTA/FPP, Sixth Edition, Chapter # 
 International Building Code, ICC, 2006 Edition 
 International Fire Code and Commentary, ICC, 2006 Edition 
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13. Describe Existing Fixed Fire Suppression Systems 

AUTHORITY: 2003 NFPA 1031: Professional Qualifications for Fire Inspector and Plan 
Examiner, Section 4.3.5 

LEVEL: II 
 
PERFORMANCE GOAL 
GIVEN: 
1. A summary of the components and operation of fixed fire suppression systems 
2. A summary of maintenance and service documentation for fixed fire suppression systems 
3. A summary of the procedures to verify all deficiencies 
4. A summary of deficiency resolution options 
5. Sample test documentation and field observations of fixed fire suppression systems 
PERFORMANCE: 
1. Describe the components and operation of fixed fire suppression systems, which shall 

include: 
 The operational readiness of the system 

2. Describe maintenance and service documentation, which shall include: 
 Third-party service tags 
 Owner's documentation of periodic inspections 

3. Describe how deficiencies are verified, which shall include: 
 Identified 
 Documented 
 Reported in accordance with the policies of the jurisdiction 

4. Identify options for deficiency resolution, which shall include: 
 Referring to appropriate level when necessary 

STANDARD: 
By completing all assignments and activities, and passing all written tests and quizzes with a 
minimum of 80% accuracy 
 
REFERENCE RESOURCES 

 California Code of Regulations, Title 19: Public Safety, OAL, 2007 Edition, Division #, 
Chapter 5, Article # and Chapter 1, Article #, Section 1.14 

 California Fire Code, BSC/ICC, 2007 Edition, Chapter 9 
 California Health and Safety Code, Division #, Part #, Chapter #, Article # 
 Fire Inspection and Code Enforcement, IFSTA/FPP, Sixth Edition, Chapter # 
 NFPA 25: Inspection, Testing, and Maintenance of Water-Based Fire Protection Systems, 

California Edition, Section # 
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14. Describe Existing Fire Detection and Alarm Systems 

AUTHORITY: 2003 NFPA 1031: Professional Qualifications for Fire Inspector and Plan 
Examiner, Section 4.3.6 

LEVEL: II 
 
PERFORMANCE GOAL 
GIVEN: 
1. A summary of the components and operation of fire detection and alarm systems 
2. A summary of maintenance and service documentation for fire detection and alarm systems 
3. A summary of the procedures to verify all deficiencies 
4. A summary of deficiency resolution options 
5. Sample test documentation and field observations of fire detection and alarm systems 
PERFORMANCE: 
1. Describe the components and operation of fire detection and alarm systems, which shall 

include: 
 The operational readiness of the system 
 Monitored on- or off-site (where required) 

2. Describe maintenance and service documentation 
3. Describe how deficiencies are verified, which shall include: 

 Identified 
 Documented 
 Reported in accordance with the policies of the jurisdiction 

4. Identify options for deficiency resolution, which shall include: 
 Referring to appropriate level when necessary 

STANDARD: 
By completing all assignments and activities, and passing all written tests and quizzes with a 
minimum of 80% accuracy 
 
REFERENCE RESOURCES 

 California Code of Regulations, Title 19: Public Safety, OAL, 2007 Edition, Division #, 
Chapter 1, Article #, Section 1.14 

 California Code of Regulations, Title 24: California Building Standards Code, BSC, 2007 
Edition, Division #, Chapter #, Article # 

 California Health and Safety Code, Division #, Part #, Chapter #, Article # 
 Fire Inspection and Code Enforcement, IFSTA/FPP, Sixth Edition, Chapter # 
 NFPA 72: National Fire Alarm Code, Section # 
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15. Describe Portable Fire Extinguishers 

AUTHORITY: 2003 NFPA 1031: Professional Qualifications for Fire Inspector and Plan 
Examiner, Section 4.3.7 

LEVEL: II 
 
PERFORMANCE GOAL 
GIVEN: 
1. A summary of the components and operation of portable fire extinguishers 
2. A summary of maintenance and service documentation for portable fire extinguishers 
3. A summary of the procedures to verify all deficiencies 
4. A summary of deficiency resolution options 
5. Sample test documentation and field observations of portable fire extinguishers 
PERFORMANCE: 
1. Describe the components and operation of portable fire extinguishers, which shall include: 

 The operational readiness of the extinguisher 
 Hazard classification 
 Placement 
 Size 

2. Describe maintenance and service documentation 
3. Describe how deficiencies are verified, which shall include: 

 Identified 
 Documented 
 Reported in accordance with the policies of the jurisdiction 

4. Identify options for deficiency resolution, which shall include: 
 Referring to appropriate level when necessary 

STANDARD: 
By completing all assignments and activities, and passing all written tests and quizzes with a 
minimum of 80% accuracy 
 
REFERENCE RESOURCES 

 California Code of Regulations, Title 19: Public Safety, OAL, 2007 Edition, Division #, 
Chapter #, Article # 

 California Fire Code, BSC/ICC, 2007 Edition, Chapter 9 
 Fire Inspection and Code Enforcement, IFSTA/FPP, Sixth Edition, Chapter # 
 NFPA 10: Portable Fire Extinguishers, Section # 
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16. Describe Hazardous Conditions Involving Equipment, Processes, and 
Operations 

AUTHORITY: 2003 NFPA 1031: Professional Qualifications for Fire Inspector and Plan 
Examiner, Sections 4.2.5, 4.3.8, and 4.3.15 

LEVEL: II 
 
PERFORMANCE GOAL 
GIVEN: 
1. A summary of hazardous conditions involving equipment, processes, and operations 
2. A summary of the practices and techniques of safe operations 
3. A summary of applicable codes and standards related to hazardous conditions 
4. A summary of the procedures to verify all deficiencies 
5. A summary of deficiency resolution options 
6. Sample field observations 
PERFORMANCE: 
1. Recognize hazardous conditions involving equipment, processes, and operations, which 

shall include: 
 Dust production 
 Flammable and combustible materials 
 Hazardous materials storage and handling 
 Ignition sources 
 Unsafe housekeeping 
 Vapor recovery 

2. Describe the practices and techniques of safe operations, which shall include: 
 Knowledge of fire behavior 
 Fire prevention practices 
 Elimination of ignition sources 
 Safe housekeeping practices 
 Classification of hazardous materials 

 When required, refer to Certified Unified Program Agency (CUPA) 
3. Identify the applicable codes or standards and determine code compliance 
4. Describe how deficiencies are verified, which shall include: 

 Observation 
 Documentation 
 Reported in accordance with the policies of the jurisdiction 

5. Identify options for deficiency resolution, which shall include: 
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 Referring to appropriate level when necessary 
STANDARD: 
By completing all assignments and activities, and passing all written tests and quizzes with a 
minimum of 80% accuracy 
 
REFERENCE RESOURCES 

 California Code of Regulations, Title 24, Part 2: California Mechanical Code, BSC, #### 
Edition, Division #, Chapter #, Article # 

 California Fire Code, BSC/ICC, 2007 Edition, Appendix Chapter 1 
 Fire Inspection and Code Enforcement, IFSTA/FPP, Sixth Edition, Chapter # 
 Fire Protection Handbook, NFPA, 20th Edition (2008), Chapter # 
 Industrial Fire Protection Handbook, R. Craig Schroll, Second Edition 
 Industrial Hazardous Handbook, NFPA CAN'T FIND A BOOK BY THIS TITLE! 
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17. Describe Emergency Planning and Preparedness Measures 

AUTHORITY: 2003 NFPA 1031: Professional Qualifications for Fire Inspector and Plan 
Examiner, Section 4.3.10 

LEVEL: II 
 
PERFORMANCE GOAL 
GIVEN: 
1. A summary of emergency evacuation requirements 
2. A summary of procedures for reviewing emergency planning and preparedness measures 
3. A summary of procedures for witnessing emergency egress drills 
4. A summary of the procedures to verify all deficiencies 
5. A summary of deficiency resolution options 
6. Sample field observations, copies of emergency plans, and records of exercises 
PERFORMANCE: 
1. Describe emergency evacuation requirements 
2. Describe the procedures for reviewing emergency planning and preparedness measures 
3. Describe the procedures for witnessing emergency egress drills, which shall include: 

 Ways to conduct and/or evaluate fire drills in various occupancies 
 Human behavior during fires and other emergencies 

4. Describe how deficiencies are verified, which shall include: 
 Observation 
 Documentation 
 Reported in accordance with the policies of the jurisdiction 

5. Identify options for deficiency resolution, which shall include: 
 Referring to appropriate level when necessary 

STANDARD: 
By completing all assignments and activities, and passing all written tests and quizzes with a 
minimum of 80% accuracy 
 
REFERENCE RESOURCES 

 California Code of Regulations, Title 19: Public Safety, OAL, 2007 Edition, Division #, 
Chapter 1, Article #, Sections 3.09 and 3.13 

 California Health and Safety Code, Division #, Part #, Chapter #, Article # 
 Fire Inspection and Code Enforcement, IFSTA/FPP, Sixth Edition, Chapter # 
 Fire Protection Handbook, NFPA, 20th Edition (2008), Chapter # 
 International Fire Code and Commentary, ICC, 2006 Edition 
 NFPA 101: Life Safety Code, Section # 



CALIFORNIA CERTIFICATION TRAINING STANDARDS FIRE INSPECTOR I 

1/24/2008 9:33 AM - 23 - 

18. Describe Fire Department Access and Water Supply 

AUTHORITY: 2003 NFPA 1031: Professional Qualifications for Fire Inspector and Plan 
Examiner, Section 4.3.11 

LEVEL: II 
 
PERFORMANCE GOAL 
GIVEN: 
1. A summary of fire department access and water supply requirements 
2. A summary of access maintenance requirements for emergency responders 
3. A summary of the procedures to verify all deficiencies 
4. A summary of deficiency resolution options 
5. Sample field observations of existing site 
PERFORMANCE: 
1. Identify fire department access and water supply requirements 
2. Describe access maintenance requirements for emergency responders, which shall include: 

 Apparatus access as approved is maintained 
 Verify access to fire department connections 
 Verify access to hydrants 
 Verify addressing 
 Verify keys and key boxes 

3. Describe how deficiencies are verified, which shall include: 
 Observation 
 Documentation 
 Reported in accordance with the policies of the jurisdiction 

4. Identify options for deficiency resolution, which shall include: 
 Referring to appropriate level when necessary 

STANDARD: 
By completing all assignments and activities, and passing all written tests and quizzes with a 
minimum of 80% accuracy 
 
REFERENCE RESOURCES 

 California Code of Regulations, Title 19: Public Safety, OAL, 2007 Edition, Division #, 
Chapter #, Article # 

 California Fire Code, BSC/ICC, 2007 Edition, Chapter 5, Appendix B, and Appendix C 
 California Health and Safety Code, Division #, Part #, Chapter #, Article # 
 Fire Inspection and Code Enforcement, IFSTA/FPP, Sixth Edition, Chapter # 
 Fire Suppression Rating Schedule, Insurance Services Office 
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19. Describe Code Compliance for Incidental Storage, Handling, and Use of 
Hazardous Materials, Flammable and Combustible Liquids and Gases  

AUTHORITY: 2003 NFPA 1031: Professional Qualifications for Fire Inspector and Plan 
Examiner, Sections 4.2.5, 4.3.12, 4.3.13, and 4.3.15 

 California Health and Safety Code, Division #, Part #, Chapter #, Article #, 
Section 6.95 

LEVEL: II 
 
PERFORMANCE GOAL 
GIVEN: 
1. A summary of the requirements for incidental amounts of flammable and combustible liquids 

and gases 
2. A summary of the procedures to verify all deficiencies 
3. A summary of deficiency resolution options 
4. Sample field observations and inspection guidelines from the authority having jurisdiction  
PERFORMANCE: 
1. Describe the requirements for incidental amounts of flammable and combustible liquids and 

gases, which shall include: 
 Classification 
 Properties 
 Labeling 
 Storage 
 Handling and use 
 Waste 
 Maximum allowable quantities 
 Applicable codes and standards 

2. Describe how deficiencies are verified, which shall include: 
 Observation 
 Documentation 
 Reported in accordance with the policies of the jurisdiction 

3. Identify options for deficiency resolution, which shall include: 
 Referring to appropriate level when necessary 

STANDARD: 
By completing all assignments and activities, and passing all written tests and quizzes with a 
minimum of 80% accuracy 
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REFERENCE RESOURCES 
 California Code of Regulations, Title 24: California Building Standards Code, BSC, 2007 

Edition, Division #, Chapter #, Article # 
 California Fire Code, BSC/ICC, 2007 Edition, Chapters 27, 28, 30-32, 35, and 37-41 
 California Health and Safety Code, Division #, Part #, Chapter #, Article #, Section 6.95 
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20. Describe Fire Growth Potential in a Building or Space 

AUTHORITY: 2003 NFPA 1031: Professional Qualifications for Fire Inspector and Plan 
Examiner, Section 4.3.14 

LEVEL: II 
 
PERFORMANCE GOAL 
GIVEN: 
1. A summary of identifying, documenting, and reporting hazardous conditions 
2. A summary of fire behavior 
3. A summary of the procedures to verify all deficiencies 
4. A summary of deficiency resolution options 
5. Sample field observations of a building or space 
PERFORMANCE: 
1. Describe identifying, documenting, and reporting hazardous conditions in accordance with 

the policies of the jurisdiction 
2. Describe a basic knowledge of fire behavior, which shall include: 

 Mechanisms of heat transfer 
 Flame spread and smoke development 
 Ratings of contents 
 Interior finishes 
 Building construction elements 
 Decorations and decorative materials 
 Furnishings 
 Safe housekeeping practices 
 Sources of ignition 

3. Describe how deficiencies are verified, which shall include: 
 Observation 
 Documentation 
 Reported in accordance with the policies of the jurisdiction 

4. Identify options for deficiency resolution, which shall include: 
 Referring to appropriate level when necessary 

STANDARD: 
By completing all assignments and activities, and passing all written tests and quizzes with a 
minimum of 80% accuracy 
 
REFERENCE RESOURCES 
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 California Code of Regulations, Title 19: Public Safety, OAL, 2007 Edition, Division #, 
Chapter #, Article # 

 California Code of Regulations, Title 24: California Building Standards Code, BSC, 2007 
Edition, Division #, Chapter #, Article # 

 California Health and Safety Code, Division #, Part #, Chapter #, Article # 
 Essentials of Fire Fighting, IFSTA/FPP, Fourth Edition, Chapter # 
 Fire Inspection and Code Enforcement, IFSTA/FPP, Sixth Edition, Chapter # 
 Kirk's Fire Investigation, John DeHaan, Pearson Prentice Hall, Chapter # 
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21. Describe Methods of Gaining Code Compliance 

AUTHORITY: State Fire Marshal 
LEVEL: II 
 
PERFORMANCE GOAL 
GIVEN: 
1. A summary of methods of gaining code compliance 
PERFORMANCE: 
1. Describe methods of gaining code compliance, which shall include: 

 Education and negotiation 
 Enforcement 
 Inspection warrants 
 Alternate means of protection (engineering) 
 Prescriptive- and performance-based 
 Appeals 

STANDARD: 
By completing all assignments and activities, and passing all written tests and quizzes with a 
minimum of 80% accuracy 
 
REFERENCE RESOURCES 

 California Building Code, BSC/ICC, 2007 Edition, Chapter 1 and Appendix Chapter 1 
 California Code of Regulations, Title 19: Public Safety, OAL, 2007 Edition, Division #, 

Chapter 1, Article 2 
 California Fire Code, BSC/ICC, 2007 Edition, Chapter 1 and Appendix Chapter 1 
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22. Describe Fire Flow Testing 

AUTHORITY: 2003 NFPA 1031: Professional Qualifications for Fire Inspector and Plan 
Examiner, Sections 4.3.16 and 4.3.16(A) 

LEVEL: II 
 
PERFORMANCE GOAL 
GIVEN: 
1. A summary of water distribution systems and other water sources 
2. A summary of flow testing procedures 
3. A summary of required fire flows are in accordance with applicable codes and standards 
4. A summary of the procedures to verify all deficiencies 
5. A summary of deficiency resolution options 
6. Sample fire flow test results and water supply data 
PERFORMANCE: 
1. Describe water distribution systems and other water sources, which shall include: 

 Water distribution system testing 
 Characteristics of public and private water supply 

2. Describe flow testing procedures, which shall include: 
 Fire flow testing equipment 
 Water purveyor policies 

3. Describe required fire flows are in accordance with applicable codes and standards 
4. Describe how deficiencies are verified, which shall include: 

 Observation 
 Documentation 
 Reported in accordance with the policies of the jurisdiction 

5. Identify options for deficiency resolution, which shall include: 
 Referring to appropriate level when necessary 

STANDARD: 
By completing all assignments and activities, and passing all written tests and quizzes with a 
minimum of 80% accuracy 
 
REFERENCE RESOURCES 

 Backflow Prevention and Cross-connection Control (M14), AWWA, Chapter # 
 California Code of Regulations, Title 19: Public Safety, OAL, 2007 Edition, Division #, 

Chapter #, Article # 
 California Fire Code, BSC/ICC, 2007 Edition, Chapter 5, Appendix A, and Appendix B 
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 California Health and Safety Code, Division #, Part #, Chapter #, Article # 
 Distribution System Requirements for Fire Protection (M31), AWWA, Chapter # 
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PRYOTECHNICS AND EXPLOSIVES 

23. Describe Requirements for Pyrotechnics and Explosive Materials 

AUTHORITY: 2007 California Code of Regulations, Title 19 Public Safety: Division #, 
Chapters 6 and 10 

LEVEL: II 
 
PERFORMANCE GOAL 
GIVEN: 
1. A summary of the types of pyrotechnics 
2. A summary of the types of explosive materials 
3. A summary of the storage, use, and handling of pyrotechnics and explosive materials 
4. A summary of fire and life safety requirements for pyrotechnics and explosive materials, 

which shall include: 
 Signage 
 Ignition sources 
 Clearances 
 Extinguisher 
 Staffing 

5. A summary of seizure requirements 
6. A summary of the procedures to verify all deficiencies 
7. A summary of deficiency resolution options 
PERFORMANCE: 
1. Identify types of pyrotechnics, which shall include: 

 Safe and sane 
 Public display 
 Theatrical 
 Special effects 

2. Identify types of explosive materials, which shall include: 
 Class A 
 Class B 
 Class C 

3. Identify the storage, use, and handling of pyrotechnics and explosive materials, which shall 
include: 
 Magazine storage 
 Sale booths 
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 Pre-event staging 
 Transportation 

4. Identify fire and life safety requirements for pyrotechnics and explosive materials, which shall 
include: 
 Signage 
 Ignition sources 
 Clearances 
 Extinguisher 
 Staffing 

5. Identify seizure requirements, which shall include: 
 Illegal and dangerous materials 

6. Describe how deficiencies are verified, which shall include: 
 Observation 
 Documentation 
 Reported in accordance with the policies of the jurisdiction 

7. Identify options for deficiency resolution, which shall include: 
 Referring to appropriate level when necessary 

STANDARD: 
By completing all assignments and activities, and passing all written tests and quizzes with a 
minimum of 80% accuracy 
 
REFERENCE RESOURCES 

 California Code of Regulations, Title 19: Public Safety, OAL, 2007 Edition, Division #, 
Chapter 6, Article # 

 California Fire Code, BSC/ICC, 2007 Edition, Chapter # 
 California Health and Safety Code, Division #, Part #, Chapter #, Article # 
 Code of Federal Regulations, ##.#, Volume #, Chapter #, Part # 



CALIFORNIA CERTIFICATION TRAINING STANDARDS FIRE INSPECTOR I 

1/24/2008 9:33 AM - 33 - 

WILDLAND URBAN INTERFACE 

24. Describe Threat Conditions in the Wildland Urban Interface 

AUTHORITY: State Fire Marshal 
LEVEL: II 
 
PERFORMANCE GOAL 
GIVEN: 
1. A summary of fire hazard severity zones 
2. A summary of the differences between a local responsibility area (LRA) and state 

responsibility area (SRA) 
3. A summary of methods of vegetation management and defensible space 
4. A summary of special construction features within a wildland urban interface 
5. A summary of the components of a wildland urban interface inspection 
6. A summary of the procedures to verify all deficiencies 
7. A summary of deficiency resolution options 
PERFORMANCE: 
1. Identify fire hazard severity zones, which shall include: 

 Moderate 
 High 
 Very high 

2. Identify the differences between a local responsibility area (LRA) and state responsibility area 
(SRA) 

3. Describe methods of vegetation management and defensible space 
4. Identify special construction features within a wildland urban interface 
5. Describe the components of a wildland urban interface inspection 
6. Describe how deficiencies are verified, which shall include: 

 Observation 
 Documentation 
 Reported in accordance with the policies of the jurisdiction 

7. Identify options for deficiency resolution, which shall include: 
 Referring to appropriate level when necessary 

STANDARD: 
By completing all assignments and activities, and passing all written tests and quizzes with a 
minimum of 80% accuracy 
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REFERENCE RESOURCES 
 California Building Code, BSC/ICC, 2007 Edition, Chapter 7A 
 California Code of Regulations, Title 19: Public Safety, OAL, 2007 Edition, Division #, 

Chapter #, Article # 
 California Code of Regulations, Title 24: California Building Standards Code, BSC, 2007 

Edition, Division #, Chapter #, Article # 
 California Fire Code, BSC/ICC, 2007 Edition, Chapter 47 
 California Government Code, Title #, Division #, Part #, Chapter #, Article #, Sections 

51175-51189 
 California Health and Safety Code, Division #, Part #, Chapter #, Article # 
 California Public Resources Code, Title #, Division #, Part #, Chapter #, Article #, Sections 

4201-4204 
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HAZARDOUS MATERIALS 

25. Describe the Procedures for Detecting the Presence of Hazardous Materials 
and Weapons of Mass Destruction (WMD) 

AUTHORITY: 2003 NFPA 1031: Professional Qualifications for Fire Inspector and Plan 
Examiner, Section 4.1 

 2008 NFPA 472: Competence of Responders to Hazardous Materials/Weapons 
of Mass Destruction Incidents, Section 4.2.2 

 2007 California Code of Regulations, Title 19 Public Safety, Division 2, Chapter 
# 

LEVEL: I 
 
PERFORMANCE GOAL 
GIVEN: 
1. A summary of the definitions of both hazardous material and WMD 
2. A summary of the UN/DOT hazard classes and divisions of hazardous materials/WMD 
3. A summary of common examples of materials in each hazard class or division 
4. A summary of the primary hazards associated with each UN/DOT hazard class and division 
5. A summary of the difference between hazardous materials/WMD incidents and other 

emergencies 
6. A summary of typical occupancies and locations in the community where hazardous 

materials/WMD are manufactured, transported, stored, used, or disposed of 
7. A summary of typical container shapes that can indicate the presence of hazardous 

materials/WMD 
8. A summary of facility and transportation markings and colors that indicate hazardous 

materials/WMD 
9. A summary of the significance of the colors, numbers, and special symbols of the NFPA 704 

markings 
10. A summary of U.S. and Canadian placards and labels that indicate hazardous materials/WMD 
11. A summary of basic information on material safety data sheets (MSDS) and shipping papers 

for hazardous materials 
12. A summary of clues which indicate hazardous materials/WMD 
13. A summary of the limitations of using the senses in determining the presence or absence of 

hazardous materials/WMD 
14. A summary of locations that could be targets for criminal or terrorist activity using hazardous 

materials/WMD 
15. A summary of the difference between a chemical and a biological incident 
16. A summary of indicators of possible criminal or terrorist activity involving chemical agents 
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17. A summary of indicators of possible criminal or terrorist activity involving biological agents, 
radiological agents, illicit laboratories, and explosives 

18. A summary of indicators of secondary devices 
19. Examples of NFPA 704 markings 
20. Examples of various situations 
PERFORMANCE: 
1. Identify the definitions of both hazardous material and WMD 
2. Identify those situations where hazardous materials/WMD are present 
3. Identify the UN/DOT hazard classes and divisions of hazardous materials/WMD 
4. Identify common examples of materials in each hazard class or division 
5. Identify the primary hazards associated with each UN/DOT hazard class and division 
6. Identify the difference between hazardous materials/WMD incidents and other emergencies 
7. Identify typical occupancies and locations in the community where hazardous 

materials/WMD are manufactured, transported, stored, used, or disposed of 
8. Identify typical container shapes that can indicate the presence of hazardous materials/WMD 
9. Identify facility and transportation markings and colors that indicate hazardous 

materials/WMD, which shall include: 
 Transportation markings 

 UN/NA identification number marks 
 Marine pollutant mark 
 Elevated temperature (HOT) mark 
 Commodity marking 
 Inhalation hazard mark 

 NFPA 704, Standard System for the Identification of the Hazards of Materials for 
Emergency Response markings 

 Military hazardous materials/WMD markings 
 Special hazard communication markings for each hazard class 
 Pipeline markings 
 Container markings 

10. Describe the significance of the colors, numbers, and special symbols of the NFPA 704 
markings 

11. Identify U.S. and Canadian placards and labels that indicate hazardous materials/WMD 
12. Identify basic information on material safety data sheets (MSDS) and shipping papers for 

hazardous materials, which shall include: 
 Where to find MSDS 
 Major sections of an MSDS 
 Entries on shipping papers that indicate the presence of hazardous materials 
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 Matching the name of the shipping papers found in transportation (air, highway, rail, and 
water) with the mode of transportation 

 Identifying the person responsible for having the shipping papers in each mode of 
transportation 

 Identifying where the shipping papers are found in each mode of transportation 
 Identifying where the papers can be found in an emergency in each mode of 

transportation 
13. Identify clues which indicate hazardous materials/WMD (other than occupancy/ location, 

container shape, markings/color, placards/ labels, MSDS, and shipping papers), which shall 
include: 
 Sight 
 Sound 
 Odor 

14. Describe the limitations of using the senses in determining the presence or absence of 
hazardous materials/WMD 

15. Identify at least four types of locations that could be targets for criminal or terrorist activity 
using hazardous materials/WMD 

16. Describe the difference between a chemical and a biological incident 
17. Identify at least four indicators of possible criminal or terrorist activity involving chemical 

agents 
18. Identify at least four indicators of possible criminal or terrorist activity involving biological 

agents 
19. Identify at least four indicators of possible criminal or terrorist activity involving radiological 

agents 
20. Identify at least four indicators of possible criminal or terrorist activity involving illicit 

laboratories (clandestine laboratories, weapons lab, ricin lab) 
21. Identify at least four indicators of possible criminal or terrorist activity involving explosives 
22. Identify at least four indicators of secondary devices 
STANDARD: 
By completing all operations on a performance test, completing all assignments and activities, 
passing all written tests and quizzes with a minimum of 80% accuracy 
 
REFERENCE RESOURCES 

 California Code of Regulations, Title 19: Public Safety, OAL, 2007 Edition, Division 2, 
Chapter #, Article # 

 Emergency Response Guidebook, DOT, 2004 Edition, Chapter # 
 Hazardous Materials First Responder Awareness, OES/CSTI 
 NFPA 472: Competence of Responders to Hazardous Materials/Weapons of Mass 

Destruction Incidents, Section 4.2.1 
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26. Identify the Procedures Surveying Hazardous Materials/WMD Incidents 

AUTHORITY: 2003 NFPA 1031: Professional Qualifications for Fire Inspector and Plan 
Examiner, Section 4.1 

 2008 NFPA 472: Competence of Responders to Hazardous Materials/Weapons 
of Mass Destruction Incidents, Section 4.2.2 

LEVEL: I 
 
PERFORMANCE GOAL 
GIVEN: 
1. A summary of difficulties encountered in determining the specific names of hazardous 

materials/WMD at facilities and in transportation 
2. A summary of sources for obtaining the names of, UN/NA identification numbers for, or 

types of placard associated with hazardous materials/WMD in transportation 
3. A summary of sources for obtaining the names of hazardous materials/WMD at a facility 
4. Examples of hazardous materials/WMD incidents 
PERFORMANCE: 
1. Identify difficulties encountered in determining the specific names of hazardous 

materials/WMD at facilities and in transportation 
2. Identify sources for obtaining the names of, UN/NA identification numbers for, or types of 

placard associated with hazardous materials/WMD in transportation 
3. Identify sources for obtaining the names of hazardous materials/WMD at a facility 
4. Identify the hazardous material(s)/WMD involved in a given situation by name, UN/NA 

identification number, or type placard applied 
STANDARD: 
By completing all operations on a performance test, completing all assignments and activities, 
passing all written tests and quizzes with a minimum of 80% accuracy 
 
REFERENCE RESOURCES 

 Emergency Response Guidebook, DOT, 2004 Edition, Chapter # 
 Hazardous Materials First Responder Awareness, OES/CSTI 
 NFPA 472: Competence of Responders to Hazardous Materials/Weapons of Mass 

Destruction Incidents, Section 4.2.2 
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27. Identify the Procedures for Collecting Hazard Information 

AUTHORITY: 2003 NFPA 1031: Professional Qualifications for Fire Inspector and Plan 
Examiner, Section 4.1 

 2008 NFPA 472: Competence of Responders to Hazardous Materials/Weapons 
of Mass Destruction Incidents, Section 4.2.3 

LEVEL: II 
 
PERFORMANCE GOAL 
GIVEN: 
1. The current edition of the DOT Emergency Response Guidebook 
2. A list of various hazardous materials/WMD (name, UN/NA identification number, or type 

placard) 
PERFORMANCE: 
1. Identify the fire, explosion, and health hazard information for a given hazardous material by 

using the current edition of the DOT Emergency Response Guidebook 
2. Identify the three methods for determining the guidebook page for a hazardous 

material/WMD 
3. Identify the two general types of hazards found on each guidebook page 
STANDARD: 
By completing all operations on a performance test, completing all assignments and activities, 
passing all written tests and quizzes with a minimum of 80% accuracy 
 
REFERENCE RESOURCES 

 Emergency Response Guidebook, DOT, 2004 Edition, Chapter # 
 Hazardous Materials First Responder Awareness, OES/CSTI 
 NFPA 472: Competence of Responders to Hazardous Materials/Weapons of Mass 

Destruction Incidents, Section 4.2.3 
 



CALIFORNIA CERTIFICATION TRAINING STANDARDS FIRE INSPECTOR II 

1/24/2008 9:33 AM - 40 - 

FIRE INSPECTOR II 

ADMINISTRATION 

1. Describe the Role of the Fire Inspector II 

AUTHORITY: 2003 NFPA 1031: Professional Qualifications for Fire Inspector and Plan 
Examiner, Section 5.2 
State Fire Marshal 

LEVEL: II 
 
PERFORMANCE GOAL 
GIVEN: 
1. A summary of terms that are commonly used by a Fire Inspector II 
2. A summary of the legally established responsibilities and empowerment related to the 

performance of the duties of a Fire Inspector II 
3. A summary of the jurisdictional organizations that have requirements or conduct inspections 

relating to life safety or fire prevention 
4. A summary of the features of the state and national reporting system 
5. A summary of comprehensive public education and public relations efforts 
6. A summary of the importance of fire prevention compliance 
7. A summary of the need for conducting a fire inspection on all occupancy classifications 
8. A summary of sources for code enforcement procedures, which may include: 

 California Building Code 
 California Fire Code 
 International Code Council 
 Local codes and ordinances 
 National Fire Protection Association 
 California Code of Regulations, Title 19: Public Safety, Division # 

9. A summary of general fire safety code requirements and regulations, which shall include: 
 Applicable occupancy classification and type of occupancy or operation that exists within 

a building 
 General precautions against fire 
 Fire drills and emergency preparedness planning 
 Fire service features 
 Fire protection systems 
 Means of egress 
 Hazardous processes 
 Hazardous materials 
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PERFORMANCE: 
1. A summary of terms that are commonly used by a Fire Inspector II 
2. A summary of the legally established responsibilities and empowerment related to the 

performance of the duties of a Fire Inspector II 
3. Describe the jurisdictional organizations that have requirements or conduct inspections 

relating to life safety or fire prevention 
4. Describe the features of the state and national reporting system 
5. Describe comprehensive public education and public relations efforts 
6. Describe the importance of fire prevention compliance 
7. Describe the need for conducting a fire inspection on all occupancy classifications 
8. Describe sources for code enforcement procedures, which may include: 

 California Building Code 
 California Fire Code 
 International Code Council 
 Local codes and ordinances 
 National Fire Protection Association 
 California Code of Regulations, Title 19: Public Safety, Division # 

9. Describe general fire safety code requirements and regulations, which shall include: 
  Applicable occupancy classification and type of occupancy or operation that exists 

within a building 
 General precautions against fire 
 Fire drills and emergency preparedness planning 
 Fire service features 
 Fire protection systems 
 Means of egress 
 Hazardous processes 
 Hazardous materials 

STANDARD: 
By completing all assignments and activities, and passing all written tests and quizzes with a 
minimum of 80% accuracy 
 
REFERENCE RESOURCES 

 California Building Code, BSC/ICC, 2007 Edition, Chapter # 
 California Fire Code, BSC/ICC, 2007 Edition, Chapter # 
 California Code of Regulations, Title 19: Public Safety, OAL, 2007 Edition, Division #, 

Chapter #, Article # 
 Fire Inspection and Code Enforcement, IFSTA/FPP, Sixth Edition, Chapter # 
 Fire Protection Handbook, NFPA, 20th Edition (2008), Chapter # 
 Local codes and ordinances 
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2. Describe the Procedures for Processing a Permit Application 

AUTHORITY: 2003 NFPA 1031: Professional Qualifications for Fire Inspector and Plan 
Examiner, Sections 5.2.1, 5.2.2, and 7.2.3 

LEVEL: II 
 
PERFORMANCE GOAL 
GIVEN: 
1. A summary of the components of a construction permit (plan review) application 
2. A summary of the components of an operational-use permit application 
3. A summary of the procedures for receiving a permit application package 
4. A summary of the evaluation process for issuing or denying the permit application 
5. A summary of the procedures to verify all deficiencies 
6. A summary of deficiency resolution options 
7. Sample permit request 
PERFORMANCE: 
1. Describe the components of a construction permit (plan review) application, which may 

include: 
 Plans 
 Calculations 
 Specifications 
 Manufacturer's cut sheets 
 Other relevant supporting documents or materials 

2. Describe the components of an operational-use permit application, which may include: 
 Description of process or operation 
 Plans 
 Other relevant supporting documents 

3. Describe the procedures for receiving a permit application package, which may include: 
 Collecting fees or charges 
 Verifying license and worker's compensation information 
 Tracking documentation 

4. Describe the evaluation process for issuing or denying the permit application in accordance 
with applicable codes, standards, and policies 

5. Describe how deficiencies are verified, which shall include: 
 Observation 
 Documentation 
 Reported in accordance with the policies of the jurisdiction 
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6. Identify options for deficiency resolution, which shall include: 
 Referring to appropriate level when necessary 

STANDARD: 
By completing all assignments and activities, and passing all written tests and quizzes with a 
minimum of 80% accuracy 
 
REFERENCE RESOURCES 

 California Building Code, BSC/ICC, 2007 Edition, Chapter # 
 California Code of Regulations, Title 19: Public Safety, OAL, 2007 Edition, Division #, 

Chapter 6, Article # 
 California Fire Code, BSC/ICC, 2007 Edition, Chapter # 
 Fire Inspection and Code Enforcement, IFSTA/FPP, Sixth Edition, Chapter # 
 Fire Protection Handbook, NFPA, 20th Edition (2008), Chapter # 
 International Fire Code and Commentary, ICC, 2006 Edition 
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3. Describe the Procedures for Investigating Complex Complaints 

AUTHORITY: 2003 NFPA 1031: Professional Qualifications for Fire Inspector and Plan 
Examiner, Section 5.2.3 

LEVEL: II 
 
PERFORMANCE GOAL 
GIVEN: 
1. A summary of the procedures for recording complaint information 
2. A summary of the procedures to initiate the investigation process and resolve the complaint 
3. A summary of methods for complaint resolution 
4. A reported complex situation or condition, which may include: 

 Potential for high life or property loss 
 Fire protection system malfunctions 
 Political issues 
 High-cost impacts 
 Interagency or intra-agency jurisdictional differences 

PERFORMANCE: 
1. Describe the procedures for recording complaint information, which shall include: 

 Applicable codes and standards adopted by the jurisdiction and policies of the 
jurisdiction 

2. Describe the procedures to initiate the investigation process and resolve the complaint when 
possible 

3. Describe methods for complaint resolution, which shall include: 
 Recognizing the problem 
 Evaluating deficiencies 
 Identifying options for resolution 
 Referring to appropriate level or other agencies when necessary 

STANDARD: 
By completing all assignments and activities, and passing all written tests and quizzes with a 
minimum of 80% accuracy 
 
REFERENCE RESOURCES 

 California Code of Regulations, Title 19: Public Safety, OAL, 2007 Edition, Division #, 
Chapter #, Article # 

 Fire Inspection and Code Enforcement, IFSTA/FPP, Sixth Edition, Chapter # 
 Fire Protection Handbook, NFPA, 20th Edition (2008), Chapter # 
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4. Describe the Procedures for Recommending Modifications to Jurisdictional 
Codes and Standards 

AUTHORITY: 2003 NFPA 1031: Professional Qualifications for Fire Inspector and Plan 
Examiner, Section 5.2.4 

 2007 California Fire Code, Chapter 1 and Appendix Chapter 1 
LEVEL: II 
 
PERFORMANCE GOAL 
GIVEN: 
1. A summary of state statutes establishing or empowering the various state agencies to adopt, 

enforce, and revise codes and standards 
2. A summary of  the state statute establishing or empowering a local agency to adopt, enforce, 

and revise codes and standards 
3. A summary of the legal instruments establishing or adopting codes and standards 
4. A summary of the code development and adoption process for fire and life safety legislation 

or regulations 
5. A summary of cost/risk benefits 
6. Sample fire safety issue 
PERFORMANCE: 
1. Describe state statutes establishing or empowering the various state agencies to adopt, 

enforce, and revise codes and standards 
2. Describe the state statute establishing or empowering a local agency to adopt, enforce, and 

revise codes and standards, which are limited to: 
 Findings of facts 

 Climatic 
 Geological 
 Topographic 

3. Describe the legal instruments establishing or adopting codes and standards 
4. Describe the code development and adoption process for fire and life safety legislation or 

regulations 
5. Identify cost/risk benefits 
STANDARD: 
By completing all assignments and activities, and passing all written tests and quizzes with a 
minimum of 80% accuracy 
 
REFERENCE RESOURCES 
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 California Code of Regulations, Title 24: California Building Standards Code, BSC, 2007 
Edition, Division #, Chapter #, Article # 

 California Fire Code, BSC/ICC, 2007 Edition, Chapter 1 and Appendix Chapter 1 
 California Health and Safety Code, Division #, Part #, Chapter #, Article # 
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5. Describe Recommending Policies and Procedures for the Delivery of 
Inspection Services 

AUTHORITY: 2003 NFPA 1031: Professional Qualifications for Fire Inspector and Plan 
Examiner, Section 5.2.5 

LEVEL: II 
 
PERFORMANCE GOAL 
GIVEN: 
1. A summary of the policies and procedures of the jurisdiction related to code enforcement 
2. A summary of methods to initiate or modify policies and procedures in accordance with 

jurisdictional policy, due process of the law, and state statute 
PERFORMANCE: 
1. Describe the policies and procedures of the jurisdiction related to code enforcement, which 

shall include: 
 Sources of detailed and technical information relating to fire protection and life safety 

2. Describe methods to initiate or modify policies and procedures in accordance with 
jurisdictional policy, due process of the law, and state statute, which may include: 
 Frequency of inspections 

 State mandated inspections 
 Turnaround time 
 Customer service 
 Organizational priorities 

STANDARD: 
By completing all assignments and activities, and passing all written tests and quizzes with a 
minimum of 80% accuracy 
 
REFERENCE RESOURCES 

 California Code of Regulations, Title 19: Public Safety, OAL, 2007 Edition, Division #, 
Chapter #, Article # 

 California Code of Regulations, Title 24: California Building Standards Code, BSC, 2007 
Edition, Division #, Chapter #, Article # 

 California Health and Safety Code, Division #, Part #, Chapter #, Article # 
 Fire Inspection and Code Enforcement, IFSTA/FPP, Sixth Edition, Chapter # 
 Fire Protection Handbook, NFPA, 20th Edition (2008), Chapter # 
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6. Describe the Procedures for Preparing Plan Review Reports 

AUTHORITY: 2003 NFPA 1031: Professional Qualifications for Fire Inspector and Plan 
Examiner, Sections 7.2.1 and 7.2.2 

LEVEL: III 
 
PERFORMANCE GOAL 
GIVEN: 
1. A summary of procedures for preparing a plan review findings report 
2. A summary of the process for communicating discrepancies and the appeals process 
3. A summary of the procedures to verify all deficiencies 
4. A summary of deficiency resolution options 
5. An example of a plan that has deficiencies requiring corrective action 
PERFORMANCE: 
1. Describe procedures for preparing a plan review findings report, which shall include: 

 Applicable codes and standards 
 Legal requirements 
 Accepted practices, policies, and procedures of the jurisdiction 

2. Describe the process for communicating discrepancies and the appeals process 
3. Describe how deficiencies are verified, which shall include: 

 Observation 
 Documentation 
 Reported in accordance with the policies of the jurisdiction 

4. Describe the process for resolving plan review deficiencies, which shall include: 
 Reporting to the applicant a summary of deficiencies 
 Referencing to the applicable codes and standards 
 Verification of corrective actions 
 Identifying alternative methods and materials used for compliance 

STANDARD: 
By completing all assignments and activities, and passing all written tests and quizzes with a 
minimum of 80% accuracy 
 
REFERENCE RESOURCES 

 California Code of Regulations, Title 24: California Building Standards Code, BSC, 2007 
Edition, Division #, Chapter #, Article # 

 California Health and Safety Code, Division #, Part #, Chapter #, Article # 
 Fire Protection Handbook, NFPA, 20th Edition (2008), Chapter # 
 Plans Examiner for Fire and Emergency Services, IFSTA/FPP, First Edition, Chapter #
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FIELD INSPECTION 

7. Describe the Procedures for Verifying Construction Features in the Field 

AUTHORITY: 2003 NFPA 1031: Professional Qualifications for Fire Inspector and Plan 
Examiner, Section 5.3.3 

LEVEL: III 
 
PERFORMANCE GOAL 
GIVEN: 
1. A summary of building construction 
2. A summary of the methods to determine a building's area, height, occupancy classification, 

and construction type 
3. An approved plan, description of a building, or observations of construction features 
PERFORMANCE: 
1. Describe building construction, with shall include: 

 Construction types 
 Fire-rated construction 
 Fire-rated assemblies 
 Analysis of test results 
 Manufacturer's specifications 

2. Determine the building's area, height, occupancy classification, and construction type in 
accordance with applicable codes and standards 

STANDARD: 
By completing all assignments and activities, and passing all written tests and quizzes with a 
minimum of 80% accuracy 
 
REFERENCE RESOURCES 

 Brannigan's Building Construction for the Fire Service, Francis L. Brannigan and Glenn P. 
Corbett, Jones & Bartlett, Fourth Edition, Chapter # 

 California Code of Regulations, Title 19: Public Safety, OAL, 2007 Edition, Division #, 
Chapter #, Article # 

 California Code of Regulations, Title 24: California Building Standards Code, BSC, 2007 
Edition, Division #, Chapter #, Article # 

 Fire Inspection and Code Enforcement, IFSTA/FPP, Sixth Edition, Chapter # 
 Fire Protection Handbook, NFPA, 20th Edition (2008), Chapter # 
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8. Describe the Procedures for Verifying Fire Protection Systems and 
Equipment in the Field 

AUTHORITY: 2003 NFPA 1031: Professional Qualifications for Fire Inspector and Plan 
Examiner, Sections 5.3.4 and 7.3.10 

LEVEL: II 
 
PERFORMANCE GOAL 
GIVEN: 
1. A summary of applicable codes and standards for fire protection systems 
2. A summary of the evaluation process of fire protection systems and equipment to ensure the 

systems are approved for the occupancy or hazard being protected 
3. A summary of the evaluation process of system installation to ensure compliance with 

applicable codes and standards 
4. A summary of how deficiencies are verified 
5. A summary of the process for resolving deficiencies 
6. Sample field observations of the facility and documentation, the hazards protected, and the 

system specifications 
PERFORMANCE: 
1. Describe applicable codes and standards for fire protection systems, which shall include: 

 Basic physical science as it relates to fire behavior and fire suppression 
 Implications and hazards associated with system operation 
 Installation techniques 
 Acceptance inspection, testing, and reports of maintenance of completed installations 
 Use and function of various systems 

2. Describe the evaluation process of fire protection systems and equipment to ensure the 
systems are approved for the occupancy or hazard being protected 

3. Describe the evaluation process of system installation to ensure compliance with applicable 
codes and standards 

4. Describe how deficiencies are verified, which shall include: 
 Observation 
 Documentation 
 Reported in accordance with the policies of the jurisdiction 

5. Describe the process for resolving deficiencies, which shall include: 
 Referring to appropriate level when necessary 

STANDARD: 
By completing all assignments and activities, and passing all written tests and quizzes with a 
minimum of 80% accuracy 
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REFERENCE RESOURCES 

 California Code of Regulations, Title 19: Public Safety, OAL, 2007 Edition, Division #, 
Chapter #, Article # 

 California Code of Regulations, Title 24: California Building Standards Code, BSC, 2007 
Edition, Division #, Chapter #, Article # 

 California Health and Safety Code, Division #, Part #, Chapter #, Article # 
 Fire Inspection and Code Enforcement, IFSTA/FPP, Sixth Edition, Chapter # 
 Fire Protection Handbook, NFPA, 20th Edition (2008), Chapter # 
 Plans Examiner for Fire and Emergency Services, IFSTA/FPP, First Edition, Chapter # 
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Analyze the Elements of Egress 

AUTHORITY: 2003 NFPA 1031: Professional Qualifications for Fire Inspector and Plan 
Examiner, Section 5.3.5 

LEVEL: III 
 
PERFORMANCE GOAL 
GIVEN: 
1. A summary of egress elements of a building or portion of a building 
2. A summary of procedures for calculating egress requirements 
3. A summary of procedures to verify acceptable means of egress devices are provided and 

maintained 
4. A summary of applicable codes and ordinances 
5. A summary of how deficiencies are verified 
6. A summary of the process for resolving deficiencies 
7. Sample observations made during a field inspection 
PERFORMANCE: 
1. Analyze the egress elements of a building or portion of a building to ensure the means of 

egress elements are provided and located in accordance with applicable codes and standards 
2. Calculate egress requirements, which shall include: 

 Reading plans 
 Deciding the adequacy of calculated egress 

3. Verify acceptable means of egress devices are provided and maintained 
4. Describe how deficiencies are verified, which shall include: 

 Observation 
 Documentation 
 Reported in accordance with the policies of the jurisdiction 

5. Describe the process for resolving deficiencies, which shall include: 
 Referring to appropriate level when necessary 

STANDARD: 
By completing all assignments and activities, and passing all written tests and quizzes with a 
minimum of 80% accuracy 
 
REFERENCE RESOURCES 

 California Building Code, BSC/ICC, 2007 Edition, Chapter 10 
 Fire Inspection and Code Enforcement, IFSTA/FPP, Sixth Edition, Chapter # 



CALIFORNIA CERTIFICATION TRAINING STANDARDS FIRE INSPECTOR II 

1/24/2008 9:33 AM - 53 - 

9. Analyze Industrial Hazards and Processes 

AUTHORITY: 2003 NFPA 1031: Professional Qualifications for Fire Inspector and Plan 
Examiner, Section 5.3.6 

LEVEL: III 
 
PERFORMANCE GOAL 
GIVEN: 
1. A summary of industrial hazards and processes 
2. A summary of procedures for analyzing hazardous conditions involving equipment, 

processes, and operations so that the equipment, processes or operations are installed in 
accordance with applicable codes and standards 

3. A summary of how deficiencies are verified 
4. A summary of the process for resolving deficiencies 
5. Sample field observations and documentation 
PERFORMANCE: 
1. Describe industrial hazards and processes, which shall include: 

 Milling operations 
 Manufacture, storage, and use of hazardous chemicals and explosives 

2. Analyze hazardous conditions involving equipment, processes, and operations so that the 
equipment, processes or operations are installed in accordance with applicable codes and 
standards, which shall include: 
 Fire behavior 
 Ignition sources 
 Detonation and deflagration 
 Safe housekeeping practices 
 Additional reference materials related to code enforcement 

3. Describe how deficiencies are verified, which shall include: 
 Observation 
 Documentation 
 Reported in accordance with the policies of the jurisdiction 

4. Describe the process for resolving deficiencies, which shall include: 
 Referring to appropriate level when necessary 

STANDARD: 
By completing all assignments and activities, and passing all written tests and quizzes with a 
minimum of 80% accuracy 
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REFERENCE RESOURCES 
 Fire Inspection and Code Enforcement, IFSTA/FPP, Sixth Edition, Chapter # 
 Industrial Fire Protection Handbook, R. Craig Schroll, Second Edition 
 Industrial Hazardous Handbook, NFPA CAN'T FIND A BOOK BY THIS TITLE! 
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10. Analyze Emergency Planning and Preparedness Procedures 

AUTHORITY: 2003 NFPA 1031: Professional Qualifications for Fire Inspector and Plan 
Examiner, Section 5.3.7 

LEVEL: III 
 
PERFORMANCE GOAL 
GIVEN: 
1. A summary of occupancy requirements for emergency evacuation plans 
2. A summary of fire safety programs for crowd control 
3. A summary of the roles of agencies and individuals in implementation and development of 

emergency evacuation plans 
4. A summary of information sources for emergency evacuation plans 
5. A summary of the procedures to compare submitted plans and procedures with applicable 

codes and standards adopted by the jurisdiction 
6. A summary of emergency planning and preparedness procedures to determine their 

applicability to the facility and their compliance with codes and standards 
7. Sample copies of existing or proposed plans and procedures 
PERFORMANCE: 
1. Describe occupancy requirements for emergency evacuation plans 
2. Describe fire safety programs for crowd control 
3. Describe the roles of agencies and individuals in implementation and development of 

emergency evacuation plans 
4. Identify information sources for emergency evacuation plans 
5. Describe the procedures to compare submitted plans and procedures with applicable codes 

and standards adopted by the jurisdiction 
6. Analyze emergency planning and preparedness procedures to determine their applicability to 

the facility and their compliance with codes and standards 
STANDARD: 
By completing all assignments and activities, and passing all written tests and quizzes with a 
minimum of 80% accuracy 
 
REFERENCE RESOURCES 

 California Code of Regulations, Title 19: Public Safety, OAL, 2007 Edition, Division #, 
Chapter #, Article 309 

 California Fire Code, BSC/ICC, 2007 Edition, Chapter 4 
 International Fire Code and Commentary, ICC, 2006 Edition 
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11. Analyze Code Compliance for Storage, Handling, and Use of Hazardous 
Materials and Flammable and Combustible Liquids and Gases 

AUTHORITY: 2003 NFPA 1031: Professional Qualifications for Fire Inspector and Plan 
Examiner, Sections 5.3.8 and 5.3.9 

LEVEL: III 
 
PERFORMANCE GOAL 
GIVEN: 
1. A summary of typical fire hazards associated with processes or operations utilizing hazardous 

materials and flammable and combustible liquids 
2. A summary of hazardous materials properties and hazards 
3. A summary of flammable and combustible liquids properties and hazards 
4. A summary of code compliance for storage, handling, and use of hazardous materials and 

flammable and combustible liquids and gases so that applicable codes and standards are 
addressed 

5. A summary of how deficiencies are verified 
6. A summary of the process for resolving deficiencies 
7. A summary of the requirements for, and contents of a Hazardous Materials Management Plan 
8. A summary of “control areas” as they relate to hazardous materials storage 
9. A summary of compliance with regulations relating to reporting unauthorized discharges of 

hazardous materials 
10. A summary of compliance with general safety regulations relating to personnel training and 

emergency procedures for sites storing/using hazardous materials 
11. A summary of compliance with regulations relating to the process of closing a facility that has 

used hazardous materials 
12. Sample field observations and inspection guidelines 
PERFORMANCE: 
1. Identify typical fire hazards associated with processes or operations utilizing flammable and 

combustible liquids 
2. Describe flammable and combustible liquids properties and hazards, which shall include: 

 Material safety data sheet 
 Safe handling practices 
 Applicable codes and standards 
 Fire protection systems and equipment approved for the material 
 Fire behavior 
 Safety procedures 
 Chemical reactions 
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 Storage compatibility 
3. Analyze code compliance for storage, handling, and use of hazardous materials and 

flammable and combustible liquids and gases and so that applicable codes and standards are 
addressed 

4. Describe how deficiencies are verified, which shall include: 
 Observation 
 Documentation 
 Reported in accordance with the policies of the jurisdiction 

5. Describe the process for resolving deficiencies, which shall include: 
 Referring to appropriate level when necessary 

6. Describe the requirements for, and contents of a Hazardous Materials Management Plan 
7. Evaluate “control areas” as they relate to hazardous materials storage 
8. Evaluate compliance with regulations relating to reporting unauthorized discharges of 

hazardous materials 
9. Evaluate compliance with general safety regulations relating to personnel training and 

emergency procedures for sites storing/using hazardous materials 
10. Evaluate compliance with regulations relating to the process of closing a facility that has used 

hazardous materials 
STANDARD: 
By completing all assignments and activities, and passing all written tests and quizzes with a 
minimum of 80% accuracy 
 
REFERENCE RESOURCES 

 California Building Code, BSC/ICC, 2007 Edition, Chapter 4 
 California Code of Regulations, Title 19: Public Safety, OAL, 2007 Edition, Division 2, 

Chapter 4, Article # 
 California Fire Code, BSC/ICC, 2007 Edition, Chapters 4, 27-44, and Appendix H 
 Fire Inspection and Code Enforcement, IFSTA/FPP, Sixth Edition, Chapter # 
 International Fire Code and Commentary, ICC, 2006 Edition 
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12. Analyze Fire Growth Potential in a Building or Space 

AUTHORITY: 2003 NFPA 1031: Professional Qualifications for Fire Inspector and Plan 
Examiner, Section 5.3.10 

LEVEL: III 
 
PERFORMANCE GOAL 
GIVEN: 
1. A summary of basic fire behavior 
2. A summary of fire growth potential in a building or space so that the contents, interior finish, 

and construction elements can be evaluated for compliance with applicable codes and 
standards 

3. A summary of how deficiencies are verified 
4. A summary of the process for resolving deficiencies 
5. Sample field observations or plans 
PERFORMANCE: 
1. Describe basic fire behavior, which shall include: 

 Flame spread 
 Smoke development ratings of contents 
 Interior finishes 
 Building construction elements 
 Decorations and decorative materials 
 Furnishings 
 Safe housekeeping practices 

2. Analyze fire growth potential in a building or space so that the contents, interior finish, and 
construction elements can be evaluated for compliance with applicable codes and standards 

3. Describe how deficiencies are verified, which shall include: 
 Observation 
 Documentation 
 Reported in accordance with the policies of the jurisdiction 

4. Describe the process for resolving deficiencies, which shall include: 
 Referring to appropriate level when necessary 

STANDARD: 
By completing all assignments and activities, and passing all written tests and quizzes with a 
minimum of 80% accuracy 
 
REFERENCE RESOURCES 
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 An Introduction to Fire Dynamics, Dougal Drysdale, Wiley, Second Edition 
 Essentials of Fire Fighting, IFSTA/FPP, Fourth Edition, Chapter 2 
 Fire Inspection and Code Enforcement, IFSTA/FPP, Sixth Edition, Chapter 3 
 Fire Protection Handbook, NFPA, 20th Edition (2008), Chapter # 
 Kirk's Fire Investigation, John DeHaan, Pearson Prentice Hall, Chapter # 
 Principles of Fire Behavior, James G. Quintiere, Delmar, First Edition 
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13. Describe the Inspection Procedures for Emergency Access 

AUTHORITY: 2003 NFPA 1031: Professional Qualifications for Fire Inspector and Plan 
Examiner, Section 5.3.11 

LEVEL: II 
 
PERFORMANCE GOAL 
GIVEN: 
1. A summary of how deficiencies are verified 
2. A summary of the process for resolving deficiencies 
3. Sample field observations 
PERFORMANCE: 
1. Describe emergency access and accessibility requirements 
2. Describe the inspection procedures for emergency access for a site so that the required 

access for emergency responders is provided and approvals are issued 
3. Describe how deficiencies are verified, which shall include: 

 Documentation 
 Observation 
 Reported in accordance with the policies of the jurisdiction 

4. Describe the process for resolving deficiencies, which shall include: 
 Referring to appropriate level when necessary 

STANDARD: 
By completing all assignments and activities, and passing all written tests and quizzes with a 
minimum of 80% accuracy 
 
REFERENCE RESOURCES 

 California Fire Code, BSC/ICC, 2007 Edition, Chapter 5 
 Fire Inspection and Code Enforcement, IFSTA/FPP, Sixth Edition, Chapter 6 
 International Fire Code and Commentary, ICC, 2006 Edition 
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14. Evaluate Built-in Fire Protection Systems 

AUTHORITY: 2003 NFPA 1031: Professional Qualifications for Fire Inspector and Plan 
Examiner, Section 5.3.12 
State Fire Marshal 

LEVEL: II 
 
PERFORMANCE GOAL 
GIVEN: 
1. A summary of the procedures to witness and document tests of fire protection systems and 

building services equipment 
2. A summary of procedures used to verify that systems and equipment comply with 

construction documents 
3. A sample of prescriptive-based design 
4. A sample of performance-based design 
PERFORMANCE: 
1. Describe the concepts of prescriptive-based and performance-based design 
2. Describe the procedures to witness and document tests of fire protection systems and 

building services equipment 
3. Verify that systems and equipment comply with construction documents, which shall 

include: 
 Ensuring life safety systems and building services equipment are installed, inspected, and 

tested to perform as described in the engineering documents and the operations and 
maintenance manual that accompanies the design 

 Applying applicable codes and standards 
4. Describe how deficiencies are verified, which shall include: 

 Observation 
 Documentation 
 Reported in accordance with the policies of the jurisdiction 

5. Describe the process for resolving deficiencies, which shall include: 
 Referring to appropriate level when necessary 

STANDARD: 
By completing all assignments and activities, and passing all written tests and quizzes with a 
minimum of 80% accuracy 
 
REFERENCE RESOURCES 

 California Fire Code, BSC/ICC, 2007 Edition, Chapters 1, 9, and 45 
 Fire Inspection and Code Enforcement, IFSTA/FPP, Sixth Edition, Chapter 7 
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 International Fire Code and Commentary, ICC, 2006 Edition 
 Performance-based Building Design Concepts, ICC, 2003 Edition 
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PLANS EXAMINER 

ADMINISTRATION 

1. Role of the Plans Examiner 

AUTHORITY: 2003 NFPA 1031: Professional Qualifications for Fire Inspector and Plan 
Examiner, Sections 7.2 and 8.2 
State Fire Marshal 

LEVEL: II 
 
PERFORMANCE GOAL 
GIVEN: 
1. A summary of terms that are commonly used by a Plans Examiner 
2. A summary of the legally established responsibilities and empowerment related to the 

performance of the duties of a Plans Examiner 
3. A summary of the jurisdictional organizations that have requirements or conduct plan 

reviews relating to life safety or fire prevention 
4. A summary of the role of the Plans Examiner 
PERFORMANCE: 
1. Describe terms that are commonly used by a Plans Examiner 
2. Describe legally established responsibilities and empowerment related to the performance of 

the duties of a Plans Examiner 
3. Describe other jurisdictional departments or agencies that have requirements or conduct 

plan reviews relating to life safety or fire prevention, which may include: 
 Building Department 
 Planning Department 
 Water Purveyor 
 Health Department 

4. Describe the role of the Plans Examiner, which shall include: 
 Conducting code related research 
 Reviewing plans for fire and life safety 
 Applying applicable references to codes, standards, and policies of the jurisdiction 
 Preparing correspondence and plan review reports 
 Communicating with fire inspectors, emergency response personnel, and design 

professionals 
 Handling complaints 
 Maintaining records 
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 Participating in legal proceedings 
 Requesting additional expertise as required 
 Evaluating alternative methods 
 Facilitating resolution of design deficiencies 
 Creating plan review checklists and forms 
 Developing policies and procedures for the administration of plan review functions 

STANDARD: 
By completing all assignments and activities, and passing all written tests and quizzes with a 
minimum of 80% accuracy 
 
REFERENCE RESOURCES 

 California Building Code, BSC/ICC, 2007 Edition, Chapter # 
 California Fire Code, BSC/ICC, 2007 Edition, Chapter # 
 California Health and Safety Code, Division #, Part #, Chapter #, Article # 
 International Fire Code and Commentary, ICC, 2006 Edition 
 Plans Examiner for Fire and Emergency Services, IFSTA/FPP, First Edition, Chapter # 
 Plans Review Manual, ICBO, Chapter # 
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PLANS REVIEW 

2. Evaluate Plans through a Review Process 

AUTHORITY: 2003 NFPA 1031: Professional Qualifications for Fire Inspector and Plan 
Examiner, Sections 7.3 and 8.3 

LEVEL: III 
 
PERFORMANCE GOAL 
GIVEN: 
1. A summary of plan review policies and procedures of the jurisdiction 
2. A summary of plans and specifications for conformance with applicable codes, standards, 

and policies of the jurisdiction 
3. A summary of existing general site and building conditions for proposed use 
4. A summary of the procedures to process required permits (construction or operational-use) 
5. A summary of the procedures for approving a plans 
6. A summary of how deficiencies are verified 
7. A summary of the process for resolving deficiencies 
8. Sample building or site plan 
PERFORMANCE: 
1. Describe plan review policies and procedures of the jurisdiction 
2. Review plans and specifications for conformance with applicable codes, standards, and 

policies of the jurisdiction 
3. Analyze existing general site and building conditions for proposed use, which shall include: 

 Water supply 
 Site access 
 Original type of construction (existing) 
 Original occupancy classification 
 Environmental documentation (wildland urban interface) 
 Agency-specific requirements 

4. Identify and process required permits (construction or operational-use) 
5. Describe the procedures for approving a plans, which shall include: 

 Systematic approach of review and corrective actions 
 Resubmittal with alternate method of design 
 Performance-based design 
 Practical difficulty 
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6. Describe how deficiencies are verified, which shall include: 
 Observation 
 Documentation 
 Reported in accordance with the policies of the jurisdiction 

7. Describe the process for resolving deficiencies, which shall include: 
 Referring to appropriate level when necessary 

STANDARD: 
By completing all assignments and activities, and passing all written tests and quizzes with a 
minimum of 80% accuracy 
 
REFERENCE RESOURCES 

 California Building Code, BSC/ICC, 2007 Edition, Chapter # 
 California Fire Code, BSC/ICC, 2007 Edition, Chapter # 
 California Health and Safety Code, Division #, Part #, Chapter #, Article # 
 International Fire Code and Commentary, ICC, 2006 Edition 
 Plans Examiner for Fire and Emergency Services, IFSTA/FPP, First Edition, Chapter # 
 Plans Review Manual, ICBO, Chapter # 
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3. Develop and Maintain Policies and Procedures for Administering Plan 
Review Functions 

AUTHORITY: 2003 NFPA 1031: Professional Qualifications for Fire Inspector and Plan 
Examiner, Sections 7.2.4, 8.2.1, and 8.2.2 

LEVEL: II 
 
PERFORMANCE GOAL 
GIVEN: 
1. A summary of an up-to-date library of codes, standards, ordinances, and checklists necessary 

to perform an adequate plan review 
2. A summary of procedures to create plan review checklists and forms 
3. A summary of procedures to develop and maintain policies and procedures for administering 

plan review functions 
PERFORMANCE: 
1. Maintain an up-to-date library of codes, standards, ordinances, and checklists necessary to 

perform an adequate plan review, which shall include: 
 Historical archive of codes, standards, ordinances, and checklists 

2. Create plan review checklists and forms, which shall include: 
 Logical and complete format 
 Addressing key issues 
 Clearly expressing code requirements of the jurisdiction 

3. Develop and maintain policies and procedures for administering plan review functions, 
which shall include: 
 Clearly defined and concise statements 
 Meeting legal obligations of the jurisdiction 
 Identifying impact on other governmental agencies 
 Consistent application 
 Sources of information 
 Technical assistance used in the development 

STANDARD: 
By completing all assignments and activities, and passing all written tests and quizzes with a 
minimum of 80% accuracy 
 
REFERENCE RESOURCES 

 California Building Code, BSC/ICC, 2007 Edition, Chapter # 
 California Fire Code, BSC/ICC, 2007 Edition, Chapter # 
 California Health and Safety Code, Division #, Part #, Chapter #, Article # 
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 International Fire Code and Commentary, ICC, 2006 Edition 
 Plans Examiner for Fire and Emergency Services, IFSTA/FPP, First Edition, Chapter # 
 Plans Review Manual, ICBO, Chapter # 
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4. Evaluate a Plan Submittal Package 

AUTHORITY: 2003 NFPA 1031: Professional Qualifications for Fire Inspector and Plan 
Examiner, Sections 7.2.3, 7.3.1, 7.3.6, 7.3.7, 8.3.3, and 8.3.5 

LEVEL: III 
 
PERFORMANCE GOAL 
GIVEN: 
1. A summary of the importance and purpose of construction plans and specifications 
2. A summary the predesign review process which shall include 

 fire safety during construction and demolition 
3. A summary the abbreviations and symbols used on submitted plans and specifications 
4. A summary of the units of measurement/scales used for the plan review process and their 

relationship to the submitted drawings and specifications 
5. A summary of the critical specific elements of a complete submittal, which shall include: 

 Civil/Site 
 Architectural 
 Structural 
 Mechanical 
 Plumbing 
 Electrical 
 Fire Protection 
 Life Safety Systems) 

6. A summary of the critical supplemental documentation, plans, specifications, test reports, cut-
sheets, and calculation sheets that may be included, as part of the plan submittal, or be 
deferred to a later review time 

PERFORMANCE: 
1. Describe the importance and purpose of construction plans and specifications 
2. Describe the predesign review process, which shall include: 

 fire safety during construction and demolition 
3. Describe the abbreviations and symbols used on submitted plans and specifications 
4. Describe the units of measurement/scales used for the plan review process and their 

relationship to the submitted drawings and specifications 
5. Evaluate the critical specific elements of a complete submittal, which shall include: 

 Civil/Site 
 Architectural 
 Structural 
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 Mechanical 
 Plumbing 
 Electrical 
 Fire Protection 
 Life Safety Systems) 

6. Evaluate the critical supplemental documentation, plans, and specifications, test reports, cut-
sheets, and calculation sheets that may be included, as part of the plan submittal, or be 
deferred to a later review time 

 
STANDARD: 
By completing all assignments and activities, and passing all written tests and quizzes with a 
minimum of 80% accuracy 
 
REFERENCE RESOURCES 

 California Building Code, BSC/ICC, 2007 Edition, Chapter # 
 California Fire Code, BSC/ICC, 2007 Edition, Chapter # 
 International Fire Code and Commentary, ICC, 2006 Edition 
 Plans Examiner for Fire and Emergency Services, IFSTA/FPP, First Edition, Chapter # 
 Plans Review Manual, ICBO, Chapter # 
 Urban Wildland Interface Code, ICC, 2006 Edition, Chapter # 
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5. Analyze Site-Plot-Utility and Wildland Urban Interface Landscape Plans 

AUTHORITY: 2003 NFPA 1031: Professional Qualifications for Fire Inspector and Plan 
Examiner, Sections 7.2.1, 7.2.3, 7.3.1, 7.3.6, and 7.3.7 
State Fire Marshal 

LEVEL: III 
 
PERFORMANCE GOAL 
GIVEN: 
1. A summary with a basic set of factual documents used during the review process for site, 

plot, in urban settings and hazardous fire area plans for proposed building construction in the 
State Responsibility Area (SRA) and the Local Responsibility Area (LRA) 

2. A summary of the terminology relating to grading, landscaping, and hazardous fire area 
3. A summary of the requirements for fire and emergency vehicle access roads for: turnarounds, 

vertical clearances, horizontal clearances, weight restrictions, obstructions, and water supply 
4. A summary of the need for easements and restrictions 
5. A summary of facts pertaining to civil/utility drawings and the information necessary for 

compliance 
6. A summary of landscape plans and the need to verify fire and life safety compliance 
PERFORMANCE: 
1. Describe and analyze applicable wildland urban interface codes, standards, and policies of 

the jurisdiction 
2. Describe and analyze required and/or applicable permits for activities within wildland urban 

interface, which shall include: 
 Building data 
 Set-back restrictions 
 Other governmental agency restrictions 

3. Describe and analyze required water delivery infrastructure requirements for development 
within the jurisdiction, which shall include: 
 Fire flow calculations 
 Hydrant locations 
 Public and private 
 Rural private 

4. Describe and analyze required emergency vehicle access infrastructure requirements of the 
jurisdiction, which shall include: 
 Secondary access 
 Emergency vehicle access to open areas 
 Exit discharge 
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 Gates 
 Traffic calming 
 Grade determination 
 Roadway width and clearance 
 Load-bearing capability 
 Bridges 

STANDARD: 
By completing all assignments and activities, and passing all written tests and quizzes with a 
minimum of 80% accuracy 
 
REFERENCE RESOURCES 

 California Building Code, BSC/ICC, 2007 Edition, Chapter # 
 California Code of Regulations, Title 14: Natural Resources, OAL, 2007 Edition, Division #, 

Chapter #, Article # 
 California Fire Code, BSC/ICC, 2007 Edition, Chapter # 
 International Fire Code and Commentary, ICC, 2006 Edition 
 NFPA 24: Installation of Private Fire Service Mains and Their Appurtenances, Section # 
 NFPA 1141: Fire Protection Infrastructure for Land Development in Suburban and Rural 

Areas, Section # 
 NFPA 1142: Water Supplies for Suburban and Rural Fire Fighting, Section # 
 Plans Examiner for Fire and Emergency Services, IFSTA/FPP, First Edition, Chapter # 
 Plans Review Manual, ICBO, Chapter # 
 Urban Wildland Interface Code, ICC, 2006 Edition, Chapter # 
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6. Review and Analyze Architectural and Structural Plans 

AUTHORITY: 2003 NFPA 1031: Professional Qualifications for Fire Inspector and Plan 
Examiner, Sections 7.2.3, 7.3.2, 7.3.3, 7.3.4, 7.3.5, 7.3.7, 7.3.10, 8.3.1, 8.3.6 
and 8.3.9 

LEVEL: III 
 
PERFORMANCE GOAL 
GIVEN: 
1. A basic set of construction (factual) documents used during the review of architectural and 

structural plans for fire and life safety compliance 
2. A summary of relevant terminology and symbols 
3. A summary of plan review elements 

 Floor plans 
 Roof/ceiling, floor/ceiling, and reflected ceiling plans 
 Sectional diagrams of building elements 
 Interior elevation diagrams 
 Interior finishes carpeting, furniture, and equipment layouts 

4. A summary of methods for protecting structures during seismic events 
5. A summary of methods of fire protection for structural components 
PERFORMANCE: 
1. Describe relevant terminology and symbols, which shall include: 

 Exterior elevation review for new buildings 
 Load bearing 
 Structural framing 
 Structural design 

 Columns 
 Beams 
 Girders 
 Trusses 
 Primary/secondary structural members 

 Different types of structural loading 
 Live and dead loads 
 Seismic loads 

2. Describe occupancy classifications consistent with the codes and standards of the jurisdiction 
3. Describe construction types consistent with the codes and standards of the jurisdiction, 

which shall include: 
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 Heights and areas 
 Stories 
 Site location 

4. Describe and analyze the maximum allowable occupant loading consistent with the codes 
and standards of the jurisdiction 

5. Describe and analyze egress elements consistent with the codes and standards of the 
jurisdiction 

6. Describe and analyze elements of fire protection for critical structural load bearing 
components and building systems as required by the codes and standards of the jurisdiction 

STANDARD: 
By completing all assignments and activities, and passing all written tests and quizzes with a 
minimum of 80% accuracy 
 
REFERENCE RESOURCES 

 Brannigan's Building Construction for the Fire Service, Francis L. Brannigan and Glenn P. 
Corbett, Jones & Bartlett, Fourth Edition, Chapter # 

 Building Construction for the Fire Service, IFSTA/FPP, Chapter # 
 California Building Code, BSC/ICC, 2007 Edition, Chapter # 
 California Fire Code, BSC/ICC, 2007 Edition, Chapter # 
 Fire Protection Handbook, NFPA, 20th Edition (2008), Chapter # 
 International Fire Code and Commentary, ICC, 2006 Edition 
 Plans Examiner for Fire and Emergency Services, IFSTA/FPP, First Edition, Chapter # 
 Plans Review Manual, ICBO, Chapter # 
 The Architect's Handbook of Professional Practice, Joseph A. Demkin, John Wiley & Sons, 

2001 Edition, Chapter # 
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7. Review and Analyze Mechanical and Electrical Plans 

AUTHORITY: 2003 NFPA 1031: Professional Qualifications for Fire Inspector and Plan 
Examiner, Sections 7.2.3, 7.3.3, 7.3.6, 7.3.10, 8.3.2, 8.3.4, 8.3.5, 8.3.8, and 
8.3.11 

LEVEL: III 
 
PERFORMANCE GOAL 
GIVEN: 
1. A summary of relevant terminology and symbols 
2. A basic set of construction (factual) documents used during the review of mechanical, 

plumbing, natural gas, fuel gas, and electrical plans for fire and life safety compliance 
3. A basic set of factual documents regarding hazardous location wiring and methods of 

protection 
4. A summary with a basic set of factual documents regarding hazardous processing and piping 

of such systems 
5. A summary of the requirements for piping of such systems and methods for protecting the 

piping from physical damage 
6. A summary of the terminology and methods for “through-stop” and “membrane-stop” fire 

protection for piping 
7. A summary of the terminology, requirements, and methods for HVAC systems for buildings 

including: fire and smoke dampers, passive smoke control, mechanical smoke control, and 
smoke removal systems 

8. A summary of the methods for hazardous vapor removal through HVAC ducting 
9. A summary for supporting HVAC ducting 
10. A summary of the different forms of electrical distribution services 
11. A summary of the requirements for electrical distribution systems and methods for protecting 

both below ground and above ground wiring from physical damage 
PERFORMANCE: 
1. Describe relevant terminology and symbols, which shall include: 

 Mechanical 
 Fire and smoke dampers 
 Interlocks 
 Smoke control 
 Smoke evacuation (removal) 

 Electrical distribution systems 
 Grounding and lightning protection 
 Emergency power systems and generators 
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 Uninterruptable power supply and battery banks 
 Static electricity 
 Egress lighting 
 Shunt trip breakers 
 Interlocks 
 Plenum-rated cabling 
 Photovoltaic systems 

2. Describe and analyze fire protection interface for the following: 
 HVAC 
 Electrical distribution systems 
 Plumbing and gas systems 

3. Describe and analyze through fire stop penetration protection for building utilities 
STANDARD: 
By completing all assignments and activities, and passing all written tests and quizzes with a 
minimum of 80% accuracy 
 
REFERENCE RESOURCES 

 California Code of Regulations, Title 24: California Building Standards Code, BSC, 2007 
Edition, Division #, Chapter #, Article # 

 California Code of Regulations, Title 24, Part 2: California Mechanical Code, BSC, #### 
Edition, Division #, Chapter #, Article # 

 International Fire Code and Commentary, ICC, 2006 Edition 
 NFPA 92A: Smoke-Control Systems Utilizing Barriers and Pressure Differences, Section # 
 NFPA 92B: Smoke Management Systems in Malls, Atria, and Large Spaces, Section # 
 NFPA 96: Ventilation Control and Fire Protection of Commercial Cooking Operations, 

Section # 
 NFPA 110: Emergency and Standby Power Systems, Section # 
 Plans Examiner for Fire and Emergency Services, IFSTA/FPP, First Edition, Chapter # 
 Plans Review Manual, ICBO, Chapter # 
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8. Review and Analyze Fire Protection System Plans 

AUTHORITY: 2003 NFPA 1031: Professional Qualifications for Fire Inspector and Plan 
Examiner, Sections 7.2.1, 7.3.3, 7.3.6, 7.3.7, 7.3.10, 8.3.5, 8.3.7, and 8.3.11 

LEVEL: III 
 
PERFORMANCE GOAL 
GIVEN: 
1. A basic set of construction (factual) documents used during the review of fire protection 

systems, (fire alarm, fire sprinkler, standpipes, automatic fire suppression and water supply) 
for fire and life safety compliance 

2. A summary of the terminology and components 
3. A summary of the requirements for reviewing fire sprinkler systems plans 
4. A summary of the requirements for reviewing fire standpipe systems 
5. A summary of the requirements for reviewing fire alarm systems 
6. A summary of the requirements for elevator recall 
7. A summary of the requirements for fire control room 
8. A summary of the requirements for automatic fire suppression systems for kitchen cooking 

application and hazardous locations 
9. A summary of smoke migration and methods for interaction with smoke control or removal 

systems 
PERFORMANCE: 
1. Describe relevant terminology and components, which shall include: 

 Automatic fire alarms 
 Fire sprinkler systems 
 Fire standpipe systems 
 Automatic fire suppression systems 
 Elevator systems 
 Fire control rooms 
 Building communication systems 
 Commercial cooking fire suppression systems 
 Fire pumps 
 Gas and clean agents 
 Engineered and pre-engineered fixed extinguishing systems 

2. Describe and analyze engineered and pre-engineered fixed extinguishing systems plans 
3. Describe and analyze the requirements for automatic fire suppression systems for kitchen 

cooking applications and hazardous locations 
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4. Describe and analyze smoke migration and methods for interaction with smoke control or 
removal systems 

STANDARD: 
By completing all assignments and activities, and passing all written tests and quizzes with a 
minimum of 80% accuracy 
 
REFERENCE RESOURCES 

 California Building Code, BSC/ICC, 2007 Edition, Chapter # 
 California Fire Code, BSC/ICC, 2007 Edition, Chapter # 
 International Fire Code and Commentary, ICC, 2006 Edition 
 NFPA 13: Installation of Sprinkler Systems, Section # 
 NFPA 14: Installation of Standpipe and Hose Systems, Section # 
 NFPA 20: Installation of Stationary Pumps for Fire Protection, Section # 
 NFPA 24: Installation of Private Fire Service Mains and Their Appurtenances, Section # 
 NFPA 25: Inspection, Testing, and Maintenance of Water-Based Fire Protection Systems, 

California Edition, Section # 
 NFPA 72: National Fire Alarm Code, Section # 
 NFPA 96: Ventilation Control and Fire Protection of Commercial Cooking Operations, 

Section # 
 Plans Examiner for Fire and Emergency Services, IFSTA/FPP, First Edition, Chapter # 
 Plans Review Manual, ICBO, Chapter # 
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9. Review and Analyze Other Fire Protection System Plans 

AUTHORITY: 2003 NFPA 1031: Professional Qualifications for Fire Inspector and Plan 
Examiner, Sections 7.3.3, 7.3.7, 8.3.3, 8.3.4, 8.3.6, 8.3.8, and 8.3.10 

LEVEL: III 
 
PERFORMANCE GOAL 
GIVEN: 
1. A basic set of factual documents used during the review of hazardous materials processing 

and storage, including flammable and combustible liquids, solids, and gases 
2. A summary of the requirements for exterior and interior manufacturing, processing, use, 

storage, handling, and dispensing of hazardous materials, including flammable and 
combustible liquids, solids, and gases 

3. A summary of the requirements for the application of spraying and dipping of flammable and 
combustible liquids 

4. A summary of the requirements for open and closed systems using hazardous materials 
including flammable and combustible liquids, solids, and gases 

5. A summary of the terminology for identification and special marking for buildings/areas 
storing hazardous materials 

6. A summary of hazardous materials storage as it relates to control areas 
7. A summary of the need for secondary containment for hazardous materials 
8. A summary of medical and laboratory gas systems 
9. A summary of refrigerant systems 
10. A summary of alternative fuels used for motorized vehicles 
PERFORMANCE: 
1. Describe and analyze a basic set of factual documents used during the review of hazardous 

materials processing and storage, including flammable and combustible liquids, solids, and 
gases 

2. Describe and analyze the requirements for exterior and interior manufacturing, processing, 
use, storage, handling, and dispensing of hazardous materials, including flammable and 
combustible liquids, solids, and gases 

3. Describe and analyze the requirements for the application of spraying and dipping of 
flammable and combustible liquids 

4. Describe and analyze the requirements for open and closed systems using hazardous 
materials including flammable and combustible liquids, solids, and gases 

5. Describe and analyze the terminology for identification and special marking for 
buildings/areas storing hazardous materials 

6. Describe and analyze hazardous materials storage as it relates to control areas 
7. Describe and analyze secondary containment for hazardous materials 
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8. Describe and analyze medical and laboratory gas systems 
9. Describe and analyze refrigerant systems 
10. Describe and analyze alternative fuels used for motorized vehicles 
STANDARD: 
By completing all assignments and activities, and passing all written tests and quizzes with a 
minimum of 80% accuracy 
 

 California Building Code, BSC/ICC, 2007 Edition, Chapter # 
 California Code of Regulations, Title 24: Part 5: California Plumbing Code, BSC, 2007 

Edition, Division #, Chapter #, Article #, 
 California Fire Code, BSC/ICC, 2007 Edition, Chapter # 
 Fire Inspection and Code Enforcement, IFSTA/FPP, Sixth Edition, Chapter # 
 International Fire Code and Commentary, ICC, 2006 Edition 
 NFPA 99: Health Care Facilities, Section # 
 NFPA 704: Identification of the Hazards of Materials for Emergency Response, Section # 
 Plans Examiner for Fire and Emergency Services, IFSTA/FPP, First Edition, Chapter # 
 Plans Review Manual, ICBO, Chapter # 
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10. Review and Analyze Alternate Design Methods 

AUTHORITY: 2003 NFPA 1031: Professional Qualifications for Fire Inspector and Plan 
Examiner, Sections 7.2.2, 7.3.1, 7.3.3, 7.3.8, 8.2.2, 8.3.2, 8.3.6, and 8.3.12 

LEVEL: III 
 
PERFORMANCE GOAL 
GIVEN: 
1. A summary with a basic set of factual documents used during the review of a proposed 

alternate method of design or protection 
2. A summary of the requirements for determining equivalences and alternate methods for fire 

protection and building systems 
3. A summary of the requirements for the appeals board process 
4. A summary of the requirements for performance based design process, application process, 

and acceptance process 
PERFORMANCE: 
1. Describe and analyze a basic set of factual documents used during the review of a proposed 

alternate method of design or protection 
2. Describe and analyze the requirements for determining equivalences and alternate methods 

for fire protection and building systems 
3. Describe and analyze the requirements for the appeals board process 
4. Describe and analyze the requirements for performance based design process, application 

process, and acceptance process 
STANDARD: 
By completing all assignments and activities, and passing all written tests and quizzes with a 
minimum of 80% accuracy 
 
REFERENCE RESOURCES 

 California Building Code, BSC/ICC, 2007 Edition, Chapter # 
 California Fire Code, BSC/ICC, 2007 Edition, Chapter # 
 International Fire Code and Commentary, ICC, 2006 Edition 
 Performance-based Building Design Concepts, ICC, 2003 Edition 
 Plans Examiner for Fire and Emergency Services, IFSTA/FPP, First Edition, Chapter # 
 Plans Review Manual, ICC, Chapter # 
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11. Renovations, Tenant Improvements, and Temporary Structures 

AUTHORITY: 2003 NFPA 1031: Professional Qualifications for Fire Inspector and Plan 
Examiner, Sections 7.2.4, 7.3.2, 7.3.3, 7.3.10, 8.2.1, 8.3.1, and 8.3.6 

LEVEL: III 
 
PERFORMANCE GOAL 
GIVEN: 
1. S basic set of factual documents used during the review of a proposed tenant improvement or 

change in occupancy classification 
2. A summary of the requirements for determining when damage repair is necessary and the 

process for application to repair or restore a building to its use 
3. A summary of the requirements for increasing the fire protection systems in existing building 

under tenant improvement or repair 
4. A summary of the requirements for historic building under repair or renovation 
5. A summary of the requirements for tents and membrane structures 
6. A summary of the requirements for demolition and fire safety during construction 
PERFORMANCE: 
1. Review and analyze a proposed tenant improvement or change in occupancy classification 
2. Review and analyze the requirements for determining damage repair if necessary and the 

process for application to repair or restore a building to its use 
3. Review and analyze the requirements for increasing the fire protection systems in existing 

building under tenant improvement or repair 
4. Review and analyze the requirements for historic building under repair or renovation 
5. Review and analyze the requirements for tents and membrane structures 
6. Review and analyze the requirements for demolition and fire safety during construction 
STANDARD: 
By completing all assignments and activities, and passing all written tests and quizzes with a 
minimum of 80% accuracy 
 
REFERENCE RESOURCES 

 California Building Code, BSC/ICC, 2007 Edition, Chapter # 
 California Fire Code, BSC/ICC, 2007 Edition, Chapter # 
 International Fire Code and Commentary, ICC, 2006 Edition 
 Plans Examiner for Fire and Emergency Services, IFSTA/FPP, First Edition, Chapter # 
 Plans Review Manual, ICC, Chapter # 
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FIRE MARSHAL 

ADMINISTRATION 

1. Describe the Role of a Fire Marshal 

AUTHORITY: 2007 NFPA 1037: Professional Qualifications for Fire Marshal, Sections 5.2.1 
through 5.2.6 
2003 NFPA 1031: Professional Qualifications for Fire Inspector and Plan 
Examiner, Sections 6.2.4, 6.2.5, and 6.2.8 

LEVEL: III 
 
PERFORMANCE GOAL 
GIVEN: 
1. A defined organizational fire prevention mission 
PERFORMANCE: 
1. Administer the mission of fire prevention within the organization, which shall include: 

 Roles and responsibilities of the Fire Marshal 
 Inter- and intra-organizational relationships 

2. Advise the Fire Chief and governing body 
3. Determine staffing roles and responsibilities, which shall include: 

 Recruitment of staff 
 Training and education 
 Labor/management 
 Assignments 

4. Administer the division's budget, which shall include: 
 Developing 
 Acquisitions 
 Grant Writing 
 Fee/Cost Recovery Schedule 
 Tracking and monitoring 

5. Administer the division's policies and procedures, which shall include: 
 Developing/modifying 
 Implementing 
 Maintaining 

6. Administer strategic and operational planning within allocated resources, which shall 
include: 
 Organizational goals and responsibilities are met 
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 Legal requirements are met 
7. Administer division's recordkeeping systems, which shall include: 

 Statutory Mandates 
 Directing the development, maintenance, and evaluation 

8. Administer legal precedence and responsibilities, which shall include: 
 State statutes 
 Ordinances 
 Internet Based Resources 
 Resolutions 
 Policies and procedures 

 Underground Regulations/Due Process 
STANDARD: 
By completing all assignments and activities, and passing all written tests and quizzes with a 
minimum of 80% accuracy 
 
REFERENCE RESOURCES 

 California Code of Regulations, Title 19: Public Safety, OAL, 2007 Edition, Division #, 
Chapter #, Article # 

 California Code of Regulations, Title 24: California Building Standards Code, BSC, 2007 
Edition, Division #, Chapter #, Article #, Part 1, Part 2, Part 9 

 California Fire Laws with Building Code Statutes, LexisNexis, 2007 Edition, Chapter # 
 California Government Code, Title #, Division #, Part #, Chapter #, Article # 
 California Health and Safety Code, Division #, Part #, Chapter #, Article # 
 California Penal Code, Division #, Part #, Chapter #, Article # 
 California Rulemaking Law: under the Administrative Procedure Act, OAL, 2005 Edition, 

Chapter # 
 Fire Prevention: Inspection and Code Enforcement, David Diamontes, Second Edition, 

Chapter # 
 Fire Protection Handbook, NFPA, 20th Edition (2008), Chapter # 
 Introduction to Fire Protection Law, NFPA, 1978 Edition, Chapter #Legal Considerations for 

Fire and Emergency Services, J. Curtis Varone, 2006 Edition, Chapter # 
 Managing the Fire Service, ICMA, Third Edition, Chapter # 
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FIELD INSPECTIONS 

2. Analyze Mandated and Nonmandated Inspection Frequencies 

AUTHORITY: 2007 NFPA 1037: Professional Qualifications for Fire Marshal, Section 5.2.1, 
5.2.3, 5.3.2, 5.6.3 
2003 NFPA 1031: Professional Qualifications for Fire Inspector and Plan 
Examiner, Section 6.2.4 
State Fire Marshal 

LEVEL: III 
 
PERFORMANCE GOAL 
GIVEN: 
1. A summary of statutory mandates 
2. A summary of limited statutory authority facilities 

 Federal 
 State 
 County 
 Special Districts 
 Public Utility, (PUC) 
 Other (Sovereign Nation ) 

3. A summary of community risk 
4. A summary of community target hazards 
PERFORMANCE: 
1. Analyze and Coordinate the types of occupancies requiring state mandated annual 

inspections, which shall include: 
 Camps 
 High-rise (excluding hospitals) 
 Hotels, motels, and apartments 
 Jails and prisons 
 Schools (K-12) 

2. Analyze and Coordinate limited statutory authority facilities 
3. Coordinate fire protection system inspections, which shall include 

 Commercial cooking (six months) 
 Fixed fire protection systems (five years) 
 Fire extinguishers (annually) 
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4. Analyze and Coordinate CUPA program elements 
 Exemption by county health 

5. Analyze and Coordinate licensed facilities (STD 850) 
 HCFA/DHS inspections 

6. Analyze and Coordinate nonmandated occupancy inspections per organizational risk 
assessment 

STANDARD: 
By completing all assignments and activities, and passing all written tests and quizzes with a 
minimum of 80% accuracy 
 
REFERENCE RESOURCES 

 Building Department Administration, ICBO, Third Edition, Chapter # 
 California Code of Regulations, Title 19: Public Safety, OAL, 2007 Edition, Division #, 

Chapter #, Article # 
 California Code of Regulations, Title 24: California Building Standards Code, BSC, 2007 

Edition, Division #, Chapter #, Article #, Part 1, Part 2, Part 9 
 California Fire Laws with Building Code Statutes, LexisNexis, 2007 Edition, Chapter # 
 California Government Code, Title #, Division #, Part #, Chapter #, Article # 
 California Health and Safety Code, Division #, Part #, Chapter #, Article # 
 California Rulemaking Law: under the Administrative Procedure Act, OAL, 2005 Edition, 

Chapter # 
 Code of Federal Regulations, ##.#, Volume #, Chapter #, Part # 
 Fire Prevention: Inspection and Code Enforcement, David Diamontes, Second Edition, 

Chapter # 
 Fire Protection Handbook, NFPA, 20th Edition (2008), Chapter # 
 Introduction to Fire Protection Law, NFPA, 1978 Edition, Chapter # 
 Legal Considerations for Fire and Emergency Services, J. Curtis Varone, 2006 Edition, 

Chapter # 
 Managing the Fire Service, ICMA, Third Edition, Chapter # 
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RISK MANAGEMENT 

3. Analyze Risk Management Data to Create Solutions 

AUTHORITY: 2007 NFPA 1037: Professional Qualifications for Fire Marshal, Sections 5.3.2, 
5.3.3, 5.3.4, 5.3.4(A), 5.3.5, 5.3.5(A) and 5.3.6 

LEVEL: III 
 
PERFORMANCE GOAL 
GIVEN: 
1. A summary of a data and information management programs 
2. A summary of procedures to interpret data and information in order to conduct a risk analysis 
3. A summary of procedures for conducting risk analysis 
4. A summary of perceptions of risk 
5. A summary of procedures for evaluating target risks 
6. A summary of procedures for developing a community risk profile 
7. A summary of a community risk profile 
PERFORMANCE: 
1. Analyze data from annual reports and records retention system 
2. Analyze data and information to conduct a risk analysis, which shall include: 

 Facts, trends, and target risks 
3. Analyze emergency incident data 

 Organizational and community constraints 
 Regulatory requirements 
 Available resources 
 Financial impacts 

4. Develop a community risk profile establishing an acceptable level of risk, which shall 
include: 
 Stakeholder, political and community group perceptions of risk 
 Topographical, Climatical, and Geological factors 
 Unique hazards perils with the community 
 Loss history 
 Levels of protection 

5. Create a risk management solution based on the risk profile 
STANDARD: 
By completing all assignments and activities, and passing all written tests and quizzes with a 
minimum of 80% accuracy 
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REFERENCE RESOURCES 
 Fire Prevention: Inspection and Code Enforcement, David Diamontes, Second Edition, 

Chapter # 
 Fire Service Administration, NFPA, 1993 Edition, Chapter # 
 Introduction to Fire Protection Law, NFPA, 1978 Edition, Chapter # 
 Legal Considerations for Fire and Emergency Services, J. Curtis Varone, 2006 Edition, 

Chapter # 
 Management in the Fire Service, NFPA, Third Edition, Chapter # 
 Managing the Fire Service, ICMA, Third Edition, Chapter # 
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4. Develop and Implement a Risk Management Program 

AUTHORITY: 2007 NFPA 1037: Professional Qualifications for Fire Marshal, Sections 5.3.7, 
5.3.8, 5.3.9, and 5.3.10 

LEVEL: III 
 
PERFORMANCE GOAL 
GIVEN: 
1. A summary of a community risk profile 
2. A summary of community input and revise if necessary 
3. A summary of the implementation of the community risk solution 
PERFORMANCE: 
1. Analyze the solution, which shall include: 

 Compare to current programs  
 Modify current programs and revise when necessary 

2. Establish implementation time frame 
3. Present program changes to organizational groups and community stakeholders 
4. Implement program changes 
5. Monitor program and seek feedback on program implementation 
STANDARD: 
By completing all assignments and activities, and passing all written tests and quizzes with a 
minimum of 80% accuracy 
 
REFERENCE RESOURCES 

 Fire Prevention: Inspection and Code Enforcement, David Diamontes, Second Edition, 
Chapter # 

 Fire Service Administration, NFPA, 1993 Edition, Chapter # 
 Introduction to Fire Protection Law, NFPA, 1978 Edition, Chapter # 
 Legal Considerations for Fire and Emergency Services, J. Curtis Varone, 2006 Edition, 

Chapter # 
 Management in the Fire Service, NFPA, Third Edition, Chapter # 
 Managing the Fire Service, ICMA, Third Edition, Chapter # 
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COMMUNITY RELATIONS 

5. Develop and Maintain Community/Media Relations 

AUTHORITY: 2007 NFPA 1037: Professional Qualifications for Fire Marshal, Sections 5.4.1, 
5.4.2, 5.4.3, and 5.4.4 

LEVEL: III 
 
PERFORMANCE GOAL 
GIVEN: 
1. Description of local groups and organizational policies for relationships with community 

groups 
2. A summary of jurisdiction protocols  
3. A summary of media relations for information dissemination 
PERFORMANCE: 
1. Develop and maintain relationships with community groups 
2. Make presentations to community groups 
3. Establish media communication strategies and policies 
4. Participate in media events 
5. Direct staff in the protocol in media and community relations 
STANDARD: 
By completing all assignments and activities, and passing all written tests and quizzes with a 
minimum of 80% accuracy 
 
REFERENCE RESOURCES 

 Fire Protection Handbook, NFPA, 20th Edition (2008), Chapter # 
 Fire Service Administration, NFPA, 1993 Edition, Chapter # 
 Management in the Fire Service, NFPA, Third Edition, Chapter # 
 Managing the Fire Service, ICMA, Third Edition, Chapter # 
 Public Fire Education Planning: A 5-Step Process, NFA, Chapter # 
 Public Information Officer, IFSTA/FPP, First Edition, Chapter # 
 S-203 Introduction to Incident Information, NWCG, 1998 Edition 
 S-403 Information Officer, NWCG, 2001 Edition 
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PROFESSIONAL DEVELOPMENT 

6. Analyze, Develop, and Implement A Professional Development Program 

AUTHORITY: 2007 NFPA 1037: Professional Qualifications for Fire Marshal, Section 5.5.2 
through 5.5.6 

LEVEL: III 
 
PERFORMANCE GOAL 
GIVEN: 
1. A summary of organizational goals and objectives 
2. A summary of jurisdictional requirements 

 Agency Job Descriptions 
3. A summary of the results of a professional development analysis 
4. A summary of options and available resources 
5. A summary of professional trends and emerging technologies 
PERFORMANCE: 
1. Analyze and evaluate organizational goals and objectives 
2. Develop a listing of jurisdictional requirements 
3. Analyze and evaluate the results of a professional development analysis 
4. Analyze and evaluate available resources 
5. Analyze and evaluate trends and emerging technologies 
6. Implement a professional development program 
STANDARD: 
By completing all assignments and activities, and passing all written tests and quizzes with a 
minimum of 80% accuracy 
 
REFERENCE RESOURCES 

 Fire Marshal Certification Training Standards, State Fire Training, 2008 Edition 
 Fire Marshal Track, ICC, 2007 Edition 
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REGULATORY PROGRAMS 

7. Develop and Adopt Codes and Jurisdictional Standards 

AUTHORITY: 2007 NFPA 1037: Professional Qualifications for Fire Marshal, Sections 5.6.1, 
5.6.2, and 5.6.11 
2003 NFPA 1031: Professional Qualifications for Fire Inspector and Plan 
Examiner, Section 6.2.2 

LEVEL: III 
 
PERFORMANCE GOAL 
GIVEN: 
1. A summary of fire loss data 
2. A summary of model codes and standards 
3. A summary of state amended codes and standards 
4. A summary of needs and deficiencies of the jurisdiction 
5. A summary of findings of facts specific to the jurisdiction 
6. A summary of areas not specifically addressed by the code 
PERFORMANCE: 
1. Analyze and manage the process for the adoption, modification and maintenance of codes, 

standards and jurisdictional requirements, which shall include: 
• Fire loss data by evaluating NFIRS, local fire loss, and origin and cause fire investigation 

reporting  
 National, State, Regional, and local 

• Statistical analysis 
 Facts, trends and high risk areas 

• Need for ordinance and resolution 
 Findings of fact 
 Coordination with other inter/intra jurisdictional departments/agencies 
 Uniformity and consistency with state and regional groups/stakeholders 

2. Develop jurisdictional requirements, which shall include: 
• Legal obligations 

 Hall vs. Taft 
 Marysville vs. xxxxx 
 Duffel Financial Construction Company vs. Danville Fire Protection District 
 Castle Construction vs. City of Vallejo 
 AG Opinion, City of Pasadena 
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 AG Opinion, State Fire Marshal 
• Clearly defined and concise 
• Local interpretations that are not specifically prescribed in the codes and standards 

 Scope, Purpose, and Intent 
3. Implement adoption of the codes, standards and ordinances 

 Legal noticing, process and procedures 
 County 
 City 
 City and County 
 Special Districts 

STANDARD: 
By completing all assignments and activities, and passing all written tests and quizzes with a 
minimum of 80% accuracy 
 
REFERENCE RESOURCES 

 Building Department Administration, ICBO, Third Edition, Chapter # 
 California case law and Attorney General opinions 
 California Code of Regulations, Title 19: Public Safety, OAL, 2007 Edition, Division #, 

Chapter #, Article # 
 California Code of Regulations, Title 24: California Building Standards Code, BSC, 2007 

Edition, Division #, Chapter #, Article #, Part 1, Part 2, Part 9 
 California Government Code, Title #, Division #, Part #, Chapter #, Article # 
 California Health and Safety Code, Division #, Part #, Chapter #, Article # 
 California Rulemaking Law: under the Administrative Procedure Act, OAL, 2005 Edition, 

Chapter # 
 Code of Federal Regulations, ##.#, Volume #, Chapter #, Part # 
 Fire Protection Handbook, NFPA, 20th Edition (2008), Chapter # 
 Fire Prevention: Inspection and Code Enforcement, David Diamontes, Second Edition, 

Chapter # 
 Introduction to Fire Protection Law, NFPA, 1978 Edition, Chapter # 
 Legal Considerations for Fire and Emergency Services, J. Curtis Varone, 2006 Edition, 

Chapter # 
 Managing the Fire Service, ICMA, Third Edition, Chapter # 
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8. Develop and Implement an Inspection Program 

AUTHORITY: 2007 NFPA 1037: Professional Qualifications for Fire Marshal, Section 5.6.3  
2003 NFPA 1031: Professional Qualifications for Fire Inspector and Plan 
Examiner, Section 6.2.4 

LEVEL: III 
 
PERFORMANCE GOAL 
GIVEN: 
1. A summary of a community risk assessment 
2. A summary of codes and standards 
3. A summary of jurisdictional procedures and regulations 
4. A summary of identified fire and life safety issues 
5. A summary of a citation program 
PERFORMANCE: 
1. Develop and manage the methodology for conducting compliance inspections, which shall 

include: 
 Frequency of inspections 
 Area of responsibility 
 Staff assignments, Bureau vs. engine company 
 Deficiencies are identified and documented 
 Compliance determined 

2. Develop citation program 
 Coordination with the court system 
 Relevant forms 
 Bail schedule 

3. Approve document development, which shall include: 
 Inspection forms 
 Inspection reports 
 Checklists 
 Citation notices 
 Stop-work orders 
 Permit forms 
 Referral forms 
  

STANDARD: 
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By completing all assignments and activities, and passing all written tests and quizzes with a 
minimum of 80% accuracy 
 
REFERENCE RESOURCES 

 California Fire Laws with Building Code Statutes, LexisNexis, 2007 Edition, Chapter # 
 California Penal Code, Division #, Part #, Chapter #, Article # 
 Fire Prevention: Inspection and Code Enforcement, David Diamontes, Second Edition, 

Chapter # 
 Fire Prevention: A Comprehensive Approach, Jim Crawford, 2001 Edition, Chapter # 
 Fire Service Administration, NFPA, 1993 Edition, Chapter # 
 Introduction to Fire Protection Law, NFPA, 1978 Edition, Chapter # 
 Legal Considerations for Fire and Emergency Services, J. Curtis Varone, 2006 Edition, 

Chapter # 
 Management in the Fire Service, NFPA, Third Edition, Chapter # 
 Managing the Fire Service, ICMA, Third Edition, Chapter # 
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9. Administer a Process for Plan Review 

AUTHORITY: 2007 NFPA 1037: Professional Qualifications for Fire Marshal, Section 5.6.4 
LEVEL: III 
 
PERFORMANCE GOAL 
GIVEN: 
1. A summary of policies of the jurisdiction requiring plan review 
2. Bring forward from Plans Examiner 
PERFORMANCE: 
1. Determine workflow 
2. Determine timetables 
3. Create documents 
4. Implement program 
STANDARD: 
By completing all assignments and activities, and passing all written tests and quizzes with a 
minimum of 80% accuracy 
 
REFERENCE RESOURCES 
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10. Administer an Appeals Process, Interpretation Process, an a Program for 
Alternative Compliance 

AUTHORITY: 2007 NFPA 1037: Professional Qualifications for Fire Marshal, Sections 5.6.5, 
5.6.8, and 5.6.9 
2003 NFPA 1031: Professional Qualifications for Fire Inspector and Plan 
Examiner, Section 6.2.1 

LEVEL: III 
 
PERFORMANCE GOAL 
GIVEN: 
1. A summary of codes and standards 
2. A summary of jurisdictional requirements 
3. A summary of complex issues related to …. 
4. A summary of submittal of equivalencies 
5. Bring forward from Inspector I and II and Plans Examiner 
PERFORMANCE: 
1. Develop an appeals process, which shall include: 

 Establishing the administrative process 
2. Manage appeals 
3. Interpret and clarify codes, which shall include: 

 Evaluating prescriptive codes and standards 
4. Develop jurisdictional requirements for alternative compliance 
5. Evaluate validity of nonprescriptive design approaches 
6. Appraise equivalencies 
7. Intent 
STANDARD: 
By completing all assignments and activities, and passing all written tests and quizzes with a 
minimum of 80% accuracy 
 
REFERENCE RESOURCES 
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11. Administer a Fire Permit Program 

AUTHORITY: 2007 NFPA 1037: Professional Qualifications for Fire Marshal, Section 5.6.7 
2003 NFPA 1031: Professional Qualifications for Fire Inspector and Plan 
Examiner, Section 6.2.6 

LEVEL: III 
 
PERFORMANCE GOAL 
GIVEN: 
1. A summary of jurisdictional requirements 
2. A summary of the California Fire Code 
3. A summary of state regulations 
4. Bring forward from Inspector I and II 
PERFORMANCE: 
1. Develop an administrative process, which shall include: 

 Creating forms 
 Establishing … 

2. Create process of evaluation 
3. Create process of issuances 
STANDARD: 
By completing all assignments and activities, and passing all written tests and quizzes with a 
minimum of 80% accuracy 
 
REFERENCE RESOURCES 
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12. Administer a Records Retention System 

AUTHORITY: 2007 NFPA 1037: Professional Qualifications for Fire Marshal, Sections 4.1.13 
and 5.6.6 

LEVEL: lll 
 
PERFORMANCE GOAL 
GIVEN: 
1. A summary of a legal requirements for a record retention system 
2. A summary of the various types of record retention medium 
3. A summary of record retention requirements of the jurisdiction 
4. A summary of the public information act 
 
PERFORMANCE: 
1. Administer a records retention system, which shall be designed to incorporate the following 

 Inspection reports, forms, and letters 
 Violation letters 
 Summonses 
 Plan Review comments, approvals, and drawings 
 Fire Reports 
 Hazardous Materials Release and Exposure Reports 
 Origin and Cause Fire Investigation Reports  
 Permits and certificates that have been issued 
 Policy and Procedures Manual 
 Interpretations 
 Alternate Material and Methods Approvals 
 Ordinances 
 Resolutions 
 Annual Reports of Activities 

2.  Types of Retention Systems 
 Hard-copy files 
 Microfiche files 
 Digital files 

3.  Access to Public Records 
 Jurisdictional Retention Policy 
 Destruction or purging of records 
 Letter and/or document format 
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STANDARD: 
By completing all assignments and activities, and passing all written tests and quizzes with a 
minimum of 80% accuracy 
 
REFERENCE RESOURCES 

 Building Department Administration, ICBO, Third Edition, Chapter # 
 California case law and Attorney General opinions 
 California Code of Regulations, Title 19: Public Safety, OAL, 2007 Edition, Division #, 

Chapter #, Article # 
 California Code of Regulations, Title 24: California Building Standards Code, BSC, 2007 

Edition, Division #, Chapter #, Article #, Part 1, Part 2, Part 9 
 California Fire Laws with Building Code Statutes, LexisNexis, 2007 Edition, Chapter # 
 California Government Code, Title #, Division #, Part #, Chapter #, Article # 
 California Health and Safety Code, Division #, Part #, Chapter #, Article # 
 California Rulemaking Law: under the Administrative Procedure Act, OAL, 2005 Edition, 

Chapter # 
 Code of Federal Regulations, ##.#, Volume #, Chapter #, Part # 
 Fire Prevention: Inspection and Code Enforcement, David Diamontes, Second Edition, 

Chapter # 
 Fire Protection Handbook, NFPA, 20th Edition (2008), Chapter # 
 Introduction to Fire Protection Law, NFPA, 1978 Edition, Chapter # 
 Legal Considerations for Fire and Emergency Services, J. Curtis Varone, 2006 Edition, 

Chapter # 
 Managing the Fire Service, ICMA, Third Edition, Chapter # 
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13. Administer the Process for Reconciling Complaints 

AUTHORITY: 2007 NFPA 1037: Professional Qualifications for Fire Marshal, Section 5.6.10 
LEVEL: II 
 
PERFORMANCE GOAL 
GIVEN: 
1. A summary of situation or condition 
2. A summary of codes and standards 
3. A summary of legal considerations 
PERFORMANCE: 
1. Develop an administrative process, which shall include: 

 Creating policies and procedures 
 Developing a method for evaluating complaints 
 Establishing methods for resolving complaints 
 Developing forms and tracking system 
 Establish a referral process to other agencies or departments 

2. Ratifies or modifies decisions of subordinates ahead of appellate process 
3.  
STANDARD: 
By completing all assignments and activities, and passing all written tests and quizzes with a 
minimum of 80% accuracy 
 
REFERENCE RESOURCES 
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14. Administer a Program to Coordinate with other Agencies 

AUTHORITY: 2007 NFPA 1037: Professional Qualifications for Fire Marshal, Sections 5.6.11 
LEVEL: III 
 
PERFORMANCE GOAL 
GIVEN: 
1. A summary of other agencies whose requirements overlap 
PERFORMANCE: 
1. Evaluate other agencies' requirements 
2. Negotiate and resolve conflicts 
STANDARD: 
By completing all assignments and activities, and passing all written tests and quizzes with a 
minimum of 80% accuracy 
 
REFERENCE RESOURCES 
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FIRE AND LIFE SAFETY EDUCATION 

15. Establish and Develop a Fire and Life Safety Education Program 

AUTHORITY: 2007 NFPA 1037: Professional Qualifications for Fire Marshal, Sections 5.7.1 
through 5.7.5 

LEVEL: III 
 
PERFORMANCE GOAL 
GIVEN: 
1.  
2.  
3.  
PERFORMANCE: 
1. Develop a public fire and life safety educational program within the organization, which 

shall include: 
 Determine community concerns 
 Determine the what and where the problems are 
 Find available resources 
 Determine/develop the goal of the program 
 Cost/benefit analysis 
 Select program components 

2. Create the fire and life safety educational program, which shall include: 
 Collaborate partnership with community groups, businesses, other governmental agencies 
 Achieve teamwork and motivation 
 Establish a mission, goals, policies 
 List of fire and injury 
 Awareness campaign 
 Reports and analyze data 

STANDARD: 
By completing all assignments and activities, and passing all written tests and quizzes with a 
minimum of 80% accuracy 
 
REFERENCE RESOURCES 
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16. Evaluate the Fire and Life Safety Education Program 

AUTHORITY: 2007 NFPA 1037: Professional Qualifications for Fire Marshal, Section 5.7.6 
LEVEL: III  
 
PERFORMANCE GOAL 
GIVEN: 
1. 
2. 
3. 
PERFORMANCE: 
1. Evaluate the public fire and life safety educational program, which shall include: 

 Using evaluation instruments 
 Learn the objectives 
 Use testing and survey policies and procedures 
 Use the given data to see risk and loss reduction 

STANDARD: 
By completing all assignments and activities, and passing all written tests and quizzes with a 
minimum of 80% accuracy 
 
REFERENCE RESOURCES 
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17. Implement Fire and Life Safety Education Program 

AUTHORITY: 2007 NFPA 1037: Professional Qualifications for Fire Marshal, Section 5.7.7 
LEVEL: III 
 
PERFORMANCE GOAL 
GIVEN: 
1.  
2.  
3.  
PERFORMANCE: 
1. Implement a comprehensive fire and life safety program, which shall include: 

 Program administration issues 
 Community concerns 
 Available resources 
 Include program goals, objectives, design, resources 

STANDARD: 
By completing all assignments and activities, and passing all written tests and quizzes with a 
minimum of 80% accuracy 
 
REFERENCE RESOURCES 
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INVESTIGATION 

18. Manage the Investigative Process and Evaluate the Results 

AUTHORITY: 2007 NFPA 1037: Professional Qualifications for Fire Marshal, Sections 5.8.2 
through 5.8.7 

LEVEL: III 
 
PERFORMANCE GOAL 
GIVEN: 
1. A summary of applicable codes, standards, and jurisdictional requirements for investigations 
2. A summary of details of an investigation including evidence collected, reports, scene 

sketches, photographs, other related information, and data relevant to the investigation 
3. A summary of reports compiled from investigation data 
4. A summary of personnel, protective equipment, jurisdictional requirements, and other 

necessary equipment, including investigation tools and resources for investigations 
5. A summary of reference materials and laws related to investigations, including due process 
6. A summary of the capabilities of available groups and resources 
PERFORMANCE: 
1. Develop an administrative policy for investigations so that investigators are knowledgeable 

and operate within the organizational policies, which shall include: 
 Applying codes, standards, and jurisdictional requirements for investigations 
 Applying local, state, and federal laws 
 Applying organizational policies 
 Selecting program components 

2. Review and assess investigation reports and data to be submitted in anticipation of litigation 
or resolution so that complete and accurate documents are submitted for possible legal 
action, which shall include: 
 Writing technical reports 
 Compiling and analyzing investigative data 

3. Conduct an investigative analysis and recommend action in order to enhance fire prevention 
and other programs, which shall include: 
 Communicating orally and in writing 
 Analyzing statistical data 

4. Manage technical resources needed to perform investigations, which shall include: 
 Protecting and equipping investigators 
 Conducting the investigation according to safety requirements 
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 Having a technical knowledge of tools and equipment (including personal protective 
equipment) needed for investigations 

 Coordinating tasks and people 
 Writing procedures 

5. Develop and manage a comprehensive investigation program that meets legal mandates 
6. Formulate jurisdictional requirements that are consistent, complete, and safe, which may 

include: 
 Conducting search and seizure 
 Conducting arrests 
 Conducting interviews 
 Maintaining chain of custody 
 Using criminal and civil statutes applicable to the situation 
 Interpreting and using contract and insurance law 

7. Show due process of the following during the investigative process: 
 Civil rights laws 
 Privacy laws 
 Fair credit reporting act 
 Trespass and invasion of privacy laws 
 Libel and slander laws 
 Punitive damages and attorney-client privilege laws 
 Rules of evidence, including spoliation 
 Other laws applicable to the authority having jurisdiction 

8. Construct a resource plan for investigations with allied groups, which shall include: 
 Adapting to incident needs 
 Ensuring a complete investigation 
 Being familiar with the other agencies who have resources 
 Being familiar with other jurisdictional mandates that could help or overlap the local 

jurisdiction 
 Bureau of Alcohol, Tobacco, Firearms, and Explosives 
 Federal Bureau of Investigation 
 Local police agencies 

STANDARD: 
By completing all assignments and activities, and passing all written tests and quizzes with a 
minimum of 80% accuracy 
 
REFERENCE RESOURCES 

 NFPA 921: Fire and Explosion Investigations, Section # 
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 NFPA 1033: Professional Qualifications for Fire Investigator, Section # 
 NFPA 1500: Fire Department Occupational Safety and Health Program, Section # 
 Fire Protection Handbook, NFPA, 20th Edition (2008), Chapter # 
 Fire Investigator, IFSTA/FPP, First Edition, Chapter # 
 Kirk's Fire Investigation, John DeHaan, Pearson Prentice Hall, Chapter # 
 For product evaluation: NFPA, Underwriters Laboratories (UL), Factory Mutual Global (FM), 

and the American Society of Testing and Materials (ASTM) 
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