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Analysis/Summary of Issue: 
The site team met with Tim Capehart, Fire Technology Coordinator, Nan Gomez-Heitzeberg, 
Executive Vice President of Academic Affairs and Cindy Collier Director of Nursing and EMT 
Programs.  Tim Capehart has an extensive history within the  
 
California Fire Service and has served in a number of state level positions working with SFT and is 
also a former STEAC member. 
 
The college administration is very committed to the Fire Academy and Fire Technology programs. 
At the suggestion of the site team for a succession plan for Tim Capehart’s position, the college  
President, Dr. Sonya Christian approved a half time position to assist the Fire Technology Director 
the following week. 
 
Notable, on the tour of the college facilities and the Olive Drive Training facility is the use of 
SMART classrooms. This technology allows students to participate in classes around the area 
while on duty and working at their stations. The recorded versions of the class can then be 
accessed and reviewed by students. The technology also benefits area chiefs. They can broadcast 
the chief’s forum simultaneously with fire department personnel getting the same information at the 
same time.  Also, Bakersfield College is an early adopter of the Target Training Solutions for their 
Learning Management System. 
 
The team toured the Olive Drive Training Center. Fire Advisory members including instructors, 
training chiefs and two of the area Fire Chiefs were on hand to discuss their involvement and 
support of the Fire Technology Program. Brian Marshall, Kern County Fire Chief and Chief 
Douglas Greener, Fire Chief Bakersfield Fire Department each discussed their department’s 
commitment and support in terms of providing registered SFT instructors, tools, equipment, and 
training props. 
 
The site team did not note any deficiencies on the tour of the training center. The program has an 
adequate amount of tools, equipment, and props to adequately serve the students and the staff. 
The site team unanimously agreed that Bakersfield College meets all the SFT criteria to become 
reaccredited as an Accredited Regional Training Program (ARTP). 


