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Development Cadre Members 

Andrew Murtagh, Firefighter, San Francisco Fire Department, Justin Klopfenstein, Captain, 
Oceanside Fire Department, Jim Colston, Battalion Chief, San Marcos Fire Department, Andrew 
Kibby, Captain, Cal Fire Department, Riverside Unit, Justin Moore, Captain, Fresno City Fire 
Department, Kent Freeman, Retired Captain, Roseville Fire Department, William Ballard, 
Battalion Chief, Bakersfield Fire Department 

Several of the cadre members are State Fire Training Registered Instructors and presently 
teach the legacy course for Confined Space Awareness.  All have extensive operational 
experience with Confined Space at all levels and Special Operations. The development of the 
material required one multi-day session.  Because this is a FSTEP Course Plan, the 
development of a Certification Training Standards (CTS) was not required.  However, Terminal 
Learning Objectives (TLO) was established from the JPR’s that typically would be in the CTS.  
The TLO’s and the supporting Enabling Learning Objectives (ELO) were developed from NFPA 
1670 Standards on Operations and Training for Technical Search and Rescue Incidents (2017), 
NFPA 1006 Standards for Technical Rescue Personnel Professional Qualifications (2017), CAL-
OSHA CCR, Title 8, Articles 108 and 5157. Additionally, the cadre reviewed NFPA Standards 
1500, 1521 and 1561 aided as supporting material.  

The breakdown of the 8-hour FSTEP course is as follows: 

Incident Management of Special Operations 

 

Didactic 6:05 Hours:Minutes 

Activities 1:55 Hours:Minutes 

 
Analysis/Summary of Issue: 
 
Following is an analysis of the new FSTEP course being developed. 

1. The legacy course for Confined Space Awareness was developed in 1995 and has not 
been officially updated since that time.  This course was developed from NFPA 1006 
(2017), 1670 (2017) and the legal and operational aspects required by the current CAL-
OSHA CCR, Title 8, Article 108 & 5157 respectively.   

2. This new course provides an awareness level training of the requisite knowledge, skills, 
and abilities for those responsible for initial actions when on scene of a potential confined 
space incident. This course was established and developed directly from the JPR’s in the 
form of TLO’s and the supporting ELO’s.  It should be noted that the new standards 
potentially could move into the technical operational arena. At any level confined space 
incidents are high-risk low frequency events.  All instructors should when facilitating this 
course insure that all students understand what the different levels of operation are with the 
emphasis of safety of all personnel.  

3. The core of the content utilizes current NFPA 1006, and 1670 standards. This course 
meets on the awareness level only, however is in alignment of FIRESCOPE, Cal OES 
and FEMA National Urban Search & Rescue reference material.  Any career personnel 
or volunteer personnel that is responding to a potential Confined Space will benefit 
greatly from content of this course. 

4. Following the Homeland Security Presidential Directive-5 definition and requirements for 
ICS training and would greatly benefit from such training to insure the safety of all 
personnel on this type of incident. 

The implementation plan for this new course is in development. 
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Course Details 

Description: This course provides awareness-level instruction in identifying a permit and 
nonpermit required confined space, the hazards associated with confined 
spaces, state regulations and industry standards, incident management, 
communications, and equipment requirements. This course does not qualify 
participants to make permit-required entries. 

Designed For: Emergency responders 

Authority: Cal-OSHA CCR Title 8 Article 108 § 5157 

NFPA 1006 Standard for Technical Rescue Personnel Professional 
Qualifications (2017) 

NFPA 1670 Standard on Operations and Training for Technical Search and 
Rescue Incidents (2017) 

Prerequisites: None 

Corequisites: None 

Standard: Complete all activities and formative tests. 

 Complete all summative tests with a minimum score of 80%. 

Hours: Lecture: 6:05 

 Activities: 1:55 

Hours (Total): 8:00 

Maximum Class Size: 60 

Instructor Level: Trained to the confined-space operations or technician level  

Instructor/Student Ratio: 1:60 

Restrictions: None 


