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SECTION 708
FIRE PARTITIONS

Underline text to be added.

708.1 General. The following wall assemblies shall comply with this section.

1. Walls separating dwelling units in the same building.

2. Walls separating sleeping units in occupancies in Groups R-1 hotel, R-2 and I-1
occupancies.

3. Walls separating tenant spaces in covered mall buildings as required by Section
402.7.2.

4. Corridor walls as required by Section 1017.1.

5. Elevator lobby separation as required by Section 707.14.1.

6. Residential aircraft hangars.

7. Walls separating enclosed tenant spaces in buildings of Types I, lIA, llIA, IV, or VA
construction.
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(State purpose and reason, and provide substantiation to support proposed change):

The purpose of this proposed amendment to the International Building Code (IBC) is to require the walls
that separate enclosed tenant spaces in buildings of rated construction types, i.e., Types I, lIA, llIA, 1V,
and VA, to be constructed as fire partitions which are required to have a minimum 1-hour fire-resistance
rating. This would be consistent with Table 6-A of the California Building Code (CBC) which requires all
interior permanent partitions to have a minimum 1-hour fire-resistance rating in the comparable types of
fire rated construction. It should also be noted that the other legacy model building codes which include
the 1999 BOCA National Building Code (NBC) and 1999 SBCCI Standard Building Code (SBC) also
required tenant separation walls in their comparable types of construction to have a minimum 1-hour fire-
resistance rating. In fact, the SBC required all tenant separation walls in multi-tenant buildings to be

constructed with a minimum 1-hour fire-resistance rating regardless of the construction type.

It is appropriate to require the 1-hour rating between tenants in these rated types of construction because
these buildings are allowed to be larger than the non-rated types of construction. Thus the necessity for
compartmentation to help the fire department contain and control a fire that starts in a tenant space. This
also protects the adjacent tenants from the immediate effects of a fire which allows them more time to
react and exit the building. It assists the fire department in containing and controlling the fire since they
can respond early enough to stop the fire at the tenant separation wall before it can spread to adjacent
tenants. The fire partition is especially important since it will be constructed through the concealed ceiling
space to the underside of the floor or roof deck above, thus cutting off another avenue for fire to spread
throughout the building. The only exception to this is if the entire story in which the tenant space is
located has a minimum 1-hour fire-resistance rated floor-ceiling assembly where the ceiling forms a part
of the fire-resistance rating. In that case, the ceiling also helps to prevent the fire from spreading into the
concealed space at least in the early stages before the fire department can arrive to take appropriate

action.

This is most certainly a property protection issue which has the added benefits of providing additional
safety to the occupants of adjacent tenant spaces and relatively safe areas in which the fire fighters can
stage their fire fighting efforts behind the 1-hour fire partition in an effort to contain the fire from spreading

beyond the tenant space of origin.
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