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Underline text to be added.

Section 707.14.1 — Elevator Lobby — An elevator lobby shall be provided at each floor where an elevator shaft connects more
than three stories. The lobby shall separate the elevator shaft enclosure doors from each floor by fire partitions equal to the fire
resistance rating of the corridor and the required opening protection. Elevator lobbies shall have at least one means of egress
complying with Chapter 10.

Exceptions:

1. In office buildings enclosed elevator lobbies are not required at the street floor provided the entire street floor is
equipped with an automatic sprinkler system in accordance with Section 903.3.1.1

2. Elevators not required to be located in a shaft in accordance with Section 707.2 are not required to have enclosed
elevator lobbies

3. Where additional doors are provided at the hoistway opening in accordance with Section 3002.6. Such doors shall be
tested in accordance with UL 1784 without an artificial bottom seal.

4.5.Smoke partitions shall be permitted in lieu of fire partitions to separate the elevator lobby at each floor where the
building is protected throughout with an automatic sprinkler system installed in accordance with Section 903.3.1.1 or
903.3.1.2.

5.6-Enclosed elevator lobbies are not required where the elevator hoistway is pressurized in accordance with Section
707.14.2



D PROPOSAL Continued (Attach additional sheets as necessary)
8) SUPPORTING INFORMATION (State purpose and reason, and provide substantiation to support proposed change):

The purpose of this proposed amendment is to delete Exception 4 to the requirement for elevator shaft door opening protection
utilizing elevator lobbies since it basically exempts this protection feature for any building that does not qualify as a high-rise
building, as well as for Group -3 occupancies, when the building is protected by an automatic sprinkler system installed in
accordance with NFPA 13 or NFPA 13R. We do not believe it is appropriate to exempt this very important protection feature
which is intended to prevent smoke migration from floor to floor in multistory buildings via the elevator shaft hoistway even
where a complete automatic sprinkler system is installed. It has been well documented that elevator hoistways are a prime
pathway for smoke to travel from the fire floor to floors remote from the fire floor. This is due to the fact that the doors used to
provide fire protection to the door openings in these hoistway enclosures are not smoke tight, even though they can resist the
passage of fire. It has also been well documented that even in sprinklered fires large quantities of smoke are still generated and
then migrate through the elevator hoistways to floors remote from the fire floor, causing potentially untenable conditions which
threaten the occupants and their evacuation paths. This important protection feature should be provided not only in high-rise
buildings but also in those buildings that are less than high-rise in height even when protected with an automatic sprinkler
system.

We are also concerned that this exception allows the omission of elevator hoistway door opening protection when the building
is protected with an NFPA 13R sprinkler system which is only a partial sprinkler system. This system will allow many concealed
spaces and small rooms to be unsprinklered which could certainly result in very large quantities of smoke being produced
before the fire is brought under control by the responding fire department. Since smoke has been documented to be the major
killer in fires, it follows that adequate protection should be provided for the elevator shaft hoistway door openings to minimize
the spread of smoke throughout the building via the elevator shafts, even during a sprinklered fire.
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