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SCENARIO: A manufactured housing unit is designed with a 24" x 24" exterior water 
heater compartment.  The compartment is equipped with an exterior access door.  
Storage cannot be accommodated in the room, as there is only about one inch between 
the waer heater and the compartment walls. 
 
Can sprinklers be omitted from this space under Section 4-6, Exception #4 of 
NFPA Standard #13-D? 
No.  Exception #4 applies to the omission of sprinklers in concealed spaces.  The room 
described is a water heater closet, which is easily accessible via a door.  We also note 
that Exception #2 is also not appropriate in this case as the water heater is heat-
producing equipment. 


