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Does §508 permit the use of a NFPA 13R fire sprinkler system to substitute for one-
hour fire resistive construction? 
 
No. A NFPA 13-R fire sprinkler system does not provide coverage throughout the entire 
building which results in a reduced level of property protection. Therefore, it cannot be 
used to substitute for one-hour fire resistive construction.  Protecting building elements 
and structural components is the primary objective an NFPA 13 system.  NFPA 13 does 
this by providing an increased water supply and complete sprinkler coverage.   
 
[Note:  Fire sprinklers are not permitted to substitute for one-hour fire resistive 
construction when required by law or by other sections of the California Building Code 
and California Fire Code.]  


