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1. The 2001 CFC, Section 1006.3.3.3.4 has two sentences. It states “alarm 
systems shall include both audible and visual alarms. Alarm devices shall 
be located in hotel guest rooms.” Section 1006.3.3.1 states that audible is 
required throughout the building or designed portions. Does 1006.3.3.4 
apply only to hotel guest rooms?  
 
No. Section 1006.3.3.3.4 reads, “Alarm systems shall include both audible and 
visual alarms. Alarm devices shall be located in hotel quest rooms as required by 
the California Building Code and NFPA 72 as amended in Article 91”. The 
California Building Code does not require alarm devices to be located in hotel 
guest rooms.   
 
2. Are visual devices required everywhere that audible is required? 
 
No. Section 1114B.2.4, 2001 California Building Code, states that emergency 
warning systems shall be installed in accordance with NFPA 72 as amended in 
Chapter 35. Section 3505 of Chapter 35, Sub-Section 4-4.5 specifically identifies 
the areas where visual devices are required. This is mirrored in Section 4-4.5 of 
Article 91, 2001 California Fire Code. 
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