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Building analysis: 
Existing 4 story, Type V-1 hour, sprinklered 
 R-2.1 on first and second floors 
 R-2.2 on the third floor 
R-1 on the fourth floor   
 
Based on the above building analysis, can a residential care occupancy 
(Group R-2.2) having six or less non-ambulatory clients be housed on the 
third floor?   
 
Normally, the answer would be yes. However, in this case you have other issues 
to resolve. First, the R-1 could not be on the fourth floor. Table 5-B, limits R-1’s of 
Type V 1-hour construction to three stories. You cannot use sprinklers for an 
additional story as the sprinklers are already required by the R-2.1. Also, in this 
particular case, the R-2.1 requirements prevail. California Health and Safety 
Code, Section 13131.5 would require that in buildings that are three to five 
stories and house R-2.1 occupancies, the entire building be of Type II fire 
resistive construction and fully sprinklered. Consequently, as your building is a 
Type V 1-hour construction, you cannot use this building as you intend.   
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