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Code Background & Question; 

Our question is regarding exterior wall protection for a three story school 
classroom building of Type II-F.R. with an automatic fire sprinkler system. 
For exterior non-bearing wall protection, does Table 5-A override Table 6-A,  
or vice versa?  

The intent of the code would be that Table 5-A would take precedence over 
Table 6-A in this case. The code is nebulous on this issue. While both tables 
apply, Table 6-A leads you to CBC Section 603.3.1 which states that exterior 
walls and all structural members shall comply with the requirements specified in 
Section 503, Table 5-A and the fire-resistive provisions set forth in Table 6-A. 
Consequently, that could lead the code user in a circle bringing him back to the 
more restrictive requirements of Table 6-A for Group E Occupancies. However, it 
would not be reasonable for a Type II, Fire Resistive, exterior non-bearing wall  
located 80 feet from the property line to be 4-hour rated due to the requirements 
of Table 6-A. Table 5A provides the requirements for exterior wall protection due 
to proximity of property lines and would provide more reasonable protection 
requirements.  
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