
STATE FIRE MARSHAL

OFFICE OF

 
 

California State Fire Marshal 
CODE INTERPRETATION 

 
Date Issued May 16, 2007 Interpretation  06-014 

Topic Parking Garages Under Multiple R-3’s Residences  
Code Section(s) NFPA 13D  

California Building Code (CBC), Table 5 – A & Section 310  
Requested by Karyn Vaudreuil 

Fire Marshal 
 
 
6 Buildings, 2 of which are duplexes, the other 4 are single family two story 
buildings located above common subterranean parking structure.   Each building 
has independent utilities and is located approximately 6 feet apart.  
 
1). Are the homes located above the parking structure R-1's or R-3's? 
 
Each of these homes would be considered a separate Group R Division 3 
Occupancy where located and protected in accordance with California Building 
Code (CBC), Table 5 - A. 
 
NOTE: CBC, Table 5 - A, only requires a 3 ft. separation to the property line for 
Group R Division 3 Occupancies with non-protected exterior openings for Types 
V-N, V One-hour, II -N and II One-hour construction. 
 
2). For the purpose of determining sprinklers, do you add the square 
footage of the parking structure to the dwelling unit.  
  
No.  The dwelling units may have individual NFPA 13 D sprinkler systems or the 
combined dwellings may utilize a single 13R or 13 system. 
 
The parking structure would be required to have a NFPA 13 sprinkler system.  
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