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I would appreciate clarification regarding the clear door width requirements 
for exit doorways per California Building Code section 1003.3.1.3.  My 
specific question is whether panic hardware can encroach upon this 32" 
width.  It appears that other authorities specifically exclude panic hardware 
from this requirement (for example NFPA Life Safety Code handbook 
section 7.2.1.2.2) but I can not find any similar exclusions in the CBC. 
 
No. The width specified is the clear unobstructed width.  The panic hardware is 
not allowed to encroach into the required clear width. 
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