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he California Board of Forestry wishes to acknowledge the efforts of
individuals who played significant roles in the development of the California
Fire Plan. Director Richard Wilson fully endorsed the Fire Plan and set the

course by giving it the Department’s highest priority. There are many individuals
who played a part in developing this plan. Here are just a few of those who were
the key players.

Jack Wiest stepped up to the task by providing leadership for the team. Wayne
Mitchell assisted Jack with behind-the-scenes administrative details. Jack and
Wayne were the consistent leaders needed for the duration. Loyd Forrest, Cathy
Bleier, Greg Greenwood, Robin Marose, and the Fire and Resource Assessment
Program staff contributed the primary planning framework, a key component that
successfully tied together the various concepts. Don Rascon, one of the state’s top
fiscal experts, applied his expertise by shaping the plan into an acceptable
document for presentation to the Department of Finance, Resources Agency and
legislative fiscal committees. Hank Weston, Jerry Geissler and Wayne Mitchell led
the Level-of-Service team that developed the LOS concept. Hank and Jerry were
effective at communicating and ensuring the plan had practical application on the
ground. The development of the prefire management focus was led by Doug
Wickizer and Bob Irby. The field level planning concept involving stakeholders in
the decision making process was organized by Bob and Doug.

Thank yous are in order for the assistance provided by Jon Kennedy, Gary Biehl,
and Karen Barnette of the USDA Forest Service.

The early stages of the Fire Plan were directed by the Fire Plan Steering
Committee. They included:

Jim Branham, Chief Deputy Director
Dean Cromwell, Executive Officer, Board of Forestry
Ken Delfino, Deputy Director for Resource Management
Jim Dykes, Deputy Director for Fire Protection
Cathy Bleier, Acting Chief, Fire and Resource Assessment Program
Bill Harrington, Assistant Deputy Director, Fire Control Operations
Lloyd Keefer, Region Chief, Coast-Cascade Area
Bob Kerstiens, Chairman, Board of Forestry
Jim Owen, Region Chief, Sierra-South Area
Elaine Vann, Deputy Director for Management Services
Doug Wickizer, Staff Chief, Forest Management
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Jack Wiest, Staff Chief, Cooperative Fire Programs

All of the following team members contributed to the final product.

Jim Barron, Tulare Ranger Unit
Larry Benson, Riverside Ranger Unit
Marty Berbach, Forest Practice Program
Cathy Bleier, Fire and Resource Assessment Program
Clay Brandow, Fire and Resource Assessment Program
Pete Cafferata, Forest Practice Program
Joanne Cemo, Fire and Resource Assessment Program
Ron Childress, Lake Napa Ranger Unit
Dana Cole, Fire and Resource Assessment Program
Hugh Council, State Fire Marshal’s Office
Dean Cromwell, Board of Forestry Staff
Pamela Duggan, Duggan and DeGraw, Editor
Helge Eng, Forest Practice Program
Loyd Forrest, Planning Consultant to the Board of Forestry
Dan Foster, Forest Management Program
Jerry Geissler, Tuolumne-Calaveras Ranger Unit
Gary Gilbert, Sierra Area Chief
Greg Greenwood, Fire and Resource Assessment Program
Russ Henly, Fire and Resource Assessment Program
Fran Henson, Board of Forestry Staff
Chuck Horel, Engineering/Technical Services

Carol Horn, Fire Protection - Cooperative Fire Protection
Robert Irby, Fire Protection - Fire Prevention Engineering
Robin Marose, Fire and Resource Assessment Program
Bob Martinez, Sierra-South Region
Ken Miller, Fire Protection - Cooperative Fire Protection
Rhonda Millwee, Fire Protection-Cooperative Fire Protection
Wayne Mitchell, Fire Protection-Operations Support and Research
Robert Motroni, Fire and Resource Assessment Program
Ken Nehoda, Forest Management Program
Steve Peterson, Lassen Modoc Ranger Unit
Tom Randolph, Forest Management Program
Don Rascon, Management Services
Donna Stadler, Board of Forestry Staff
Sharon Taylor, Board of Forestry Staff
Dennis Thompson, Kern County Fire Department
Rose Tilley, Management Services - Budget Office
Charlie Valenzuela, Kern County Fire Department
Bill Weaver, Fire Protection - Cooperative Fire Protection
Hank Weston, Nevada-Yuba-Placer Ranger Unit
Jack White, Cascade Area Chief
Jack Wiest, Fire Protection - Cooperative Fire Protection

This team deserves a big thank you from the Board of Forestry. Dedicated
personnel (employees who all too often go nameless) keep the Department of
Forestry and Fire Protection in the leadership role for wildland fire protection.
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