
FIREWISE RENEWAL 
STEP-BY-STEP GUIDE

Timelines and overview

Annually in November, Firewise Communities are
required to submit an online renewal application to
remain in Good Standing. 

Renewals begin the year after recognition. For example, if
you became recognized in 2026 you will be required to
submit a renewal starting in 2027 and every year after. 

Document Updates: Your portal will prompt you to
update your Action Plan every 3 years and update your
Risk Assessment every 5 years. You are able to update
documents at any year earlier if desired.

Pro Tip: Hit save & close at the bottom of your application so
you can return to it at anytime without submitting!
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Login to portal.firewise.org and
select “Start a Renewal

Application”



If needed, update your site
information & check that you have
reviewed the state requirements.



Update & upload your Risk
Assessment every 5 years and

Action Plan every 3 years.
Otherwise select “reuse the

current plan.” 



Record at least one educational
outreach activity or event for

the year.



Record vegetation removed and how
much money/time spent on wildfire

risk reduction that calendar year.



Review your application and if the
application is complete you can hit

submit! 

What next? CAL FIRE will review and
either approve or request edits if

needed. They will extend your deadline
if edits are requested.



Curious about when you are due for a
Risk Assessment and Action Plan

update?

Your online portal will state the date!

BONUS TIP!

More Questions? Schedule a chat with our Regional
Firewise Coordinator.
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Timeline:
Annually in November, Firewise Communities are required to submit an online renewal
application to remain in Good Standing.  This takes place the year after recognition, for example,
if you became recognized in 2026 you will be required to submit a renewal the year after in 2027. 

Document Updates: Your portal will prompt you to update your Action Plan every 3 years and
update your Risk Assessment every 5 years. Option to update documents at any year earlier.

Login to portal.firewise.org
and select “Start a Renewal
Application”

If needed, update your site
information & check mark
that you have read the
state requirements.

Upload an updated Risk
Assessment and Action Plan
if required. Otherwise select
“reuse the current plan”

Record at least one
educational outreach
activity or event for the
year.

Pro Tip: Hit save & close at the bottom of your application and return to it at anytime!

Record vegetation removed
and how much money/time
spent on wildfire risk
reduction that calendar year.

Review your application and
if the application is complete
you can hit submit! CAL FIRE
will review and either accept
or request edits if needed.

Watch our Renewal Tutorial Video or visit
VenturaFireSafe.org/FirewiseUSA for more information!


