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Introduction 

All section references are to the California Elder Pipeline Safety Act (Government Code §51010 
et seq.), Government Code §51013.1 and implementing regulations found at Title 19 Article 7 of 
the California Code of Regulations, and the Lempert-Keene-Seastrand Oil Spill Prevention & 
Response Act (Government Code section 8670.1 et seq).  

As required by Government Code §51013.1, any new or replacement pipeline near 
environmentally and ecologically sensitive areas (EESA) in the coastal zone shall use best 
available technology (BAT), based on a risk analysis conducted by the operator, to reduce the 
amount of oil released in an oil spill to protect state waters and wildlife. An operator of an existing 
pipeline near an EESA in the coastal zone shall submit a plan to retrofit existing pipelines with 
BAT, based on a risk analysis conducted by the operator to reduce the amount of oil released 
in an oil spill to protect state waters and wildlife. 

This guidance is made available to assist operators of intrastate hazardous liquid pipelines on 
how to download EESA and coastal zone data used to identify pipelines subject to Government 
Code §51013.1. Environmentally and ecologically sensitive areas is the same term as described 
in Government Code §8574.7 and is developed and maintained by the California Department of 
Fish and Wildlife.  If needed, additional information on environmentally and ecologically sensitive 
areas may be found in the Department of Fish and Wildlife - Office of Spill Prevention and 
Response Guidance document. 

The purpose of this guidance document is to assist operators in complying with the requirements 
set forth in Government Code §51013.1 and associated rules and regulations. Certain pipelines 
identified under §51013.1 are required to be equipped with BAT. This document does not contain 
specific requirements, nor does it replace any statutory requirements, amendments, or 
regulations promulgated to implement §51013.1. This document helps explain how to comply 
with §51013.1 and implementing regulations. Additionally, all applicable laws and regulations 
should be read before using this guidance document for the analysis and identification of 
pipelines subject to §51013.1 and the implementing regulations.  

The implementing regulations generally apply to all transportation pipelines that are within ½ 
mile of an EESA, the coastal zone, or an EESA with a connection to the coastal zone (such as 
a river). The analysis is focused on the coastal zone, the location, origin, and termination of an 
EESA, and the proximity of those resources to a pipeline. The coastal zone is not uniform across 
the State. Likewise, an EESA does not simply terminate at the coastal zone boundary. The 
operators of pipelines are charged with identifying pipelines near these protected resources and 
submitting a risk analysis to OSFM for review by July 1, 2020. EESAs may be updated 
periodically without notice, as necessary to reflect any changes in applicable laws or regulations. 
The OSFM is not responsible for EESA data or informing operators of changes to this data.  

If the process followed below indicates that a pipeline is not subject to the implementing 

https://nrm.dfg.ca.gov/FileHandler.ashx?DocumentID=105285&inline
https://nrm.dfg.ca.gov/FileHandler.ashx?DocumentID=105285&inline
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regulations, then nothing more is required from the operator. If there is some question as to the 
applicability of the implementing regulations to a particular pipeline operators should contact the 
OSFM Pipeline Safety Division. Operators should familiarize themselves with the exemption and 
exemption revocation provisions found in the implementing regulations in Title 19 Article 7 of the 
California Code of Regulations. Spills from pipelines that impact the coastal zone portion of an 
EESA that was not previously identified as subject to the implementing regulations or that 
received an exemption will automatically be subject to the requirements and any exemption 
automatically revoked.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Overview 

This tutorial will explain the methodology for how operators may use the Environmental 
Response Management Application (ERMA) to determine the proximity of a pipeline to the 
location of coastal zone boundaries and EESAs. 

The procedure involves two pieces of information: 

1. Geographic coordinates of the pipeline in question, provided by the end user. 
2. A geographic information system (GIS) layer of ½ mile buffer zone around the four (4) 

data layers provided in Method 1 or 2 detailed below, also provided by the end user. 

The procedure presented here is simple. Once the end user has obtained the data layers 
described below and applied the ½ mile buffer, all that is required is the input of GIS data showing 
the location of a pipeline. The viewer can then locate and identify pipelines subject to Government 
Code §51013.1 where the pipeline intersects the data layers and/or ½ mile buffer. 

ERMA Basics 

ERMA is a web-based GIS tool that helps emergency responders and environmental resource 
managers deal with incidents that may adversely impact the environment. ERMA was developed 
in 2007 by the National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration (NOAA) and the University of 
New Hampshire with the Environmental Protection Agency, U.S. Coast Guard, and the 
Department of the Interior in a cross-agency effort. ERMA combines real-time and static data to 
display a single interactive map that makes it easy for users to visualize an active environmental 
situation or long-term case assessment. 

ERMA also provides the EESAs in the Coastal Zone dataset and associated metadata. Metadata 
records document source, authority, and methodology used to create data resources, and 
provides background information for this dataset. Metadata can be accessed by clicking the 
layer name in the Layer Tab. (Figure 2). 

Hint: Open the “Help” tab located in the upper left corner of the Map Window 
(below the “M” in the ERMA title) for an explanation of the ERMA toolset. 

Note: ERMA should be used in conjunction with the Department of Fish and 
Wildlife – Office of Spill Prevention and Response guidance document, under Title 
14, CCR Section 816.04(I), for identifying Environmentally and Ecologically 
Sensitive Areas in the Coastal Zone. ERMA includes U.S. Geological Survey data 
that may, of necessity, be preliminary in nature. Such data and information are not 
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guaranteed to be correct or complete. Users are cautioned to consider carefully 
the provisional nature of these data and information before using them for 
decisions that concern the conduct of business that involves operational 
consequences. Conclusions drawn from, or actions undertaken on the basis of, 
such data and information are the sole responsibility of the user. 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 

Download Coastal Zone and Environmentally and Ecologically Sensitive Areas 

Method One(1): 

1. Open an internet browser such as Google Chrome (recommended) or Microsoft Internet 
Explorer and navigate to the ERMA Southwest Web Application. (Figure 1) 
https://erma.noaa.gov/southwest/erma.html#/layers=12+18835+18837+18836+18832&
x=-122.05013&y=37.16269&z=6&panel=layer 

2. On the Layers Tab, review selection to make sure that these four(4) layers are checked 
on (Figures 3, 5). They will be selected for download on Download Tab. 

• Coastal Zone (CCC, 2006) (18832) 
• EESACZ Lines (18837) 
• EESACZ Points (18835) 
• EESACZ Polygon (18836) 

3. Select download Tab and click on “I agree to the terms of use outlined above” to  begin 
downloading layers (Figure 4). 

4. Once layers finish downloading, four(4) zip files are saved to a file location. The layers 
may be extracted from the zip file and imported into Geographical Information System 
(GIS) software to analyze alongside pipeline data. 

Method Two(2): 

1. Zip files can be downloaded using the link below: 
http://ftp.dfg.ca.gov/Public/OSPR/WebMapping/OSFM_EESA_ERMA_Files/Shapefiles/ 

2. Four(4) separate zip files can be saved to a file location. The layers may be extracted 
from the zip file and imported into GIS software to analyze alongside pipeline data. 

https://erma.noaa.gov/southwest/erma.html#/layers=12+18835+18837+18836+18832&x=-122.05013&y=37.16269&z=6&panel=layer
https://erma.noaa.gov/southwest/erma.html#/layers=12+18835+18837+18836+18832&x=-122.05013&y=37.16269&z=6&panel=layer
http://ftp.dfg.ca.gov/Public/OSPR/WebMapping/OSFM_EESA_ERMA_Files/Shapefiles/
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Figure 1. Overview of Southwest ERMA viewer tools and tabs. 

Figure 2. Click data layer in Layer Tab to review metadata record. 
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Figure 3: Select Layers to be downloaded 
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Figure 4: Click Agree and downloaded Layers 

 

Figure 5: Selected Layers on ERMA Map 
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