
 

 

 

 
 

OFFICE OF THE STATE FIRE MARSHAL 

Fire Alarm Advisory Committee 

 
MEETING MINUTES 

 
May 12, 2021 
Virtual Meeting via TEAMS 
2251 Harvard Street, Suite 400 
Sacramento, California 95815 
10 a.m. - 12 p.m. Pacific Daylight Time (PDT) 

COMMITTEE GOAL 
 
To provide a means of communication between the Office of the State Fire Marshal 
(OSFM), representatives of industry and fire service, and the public to seek comments 
and specific views on proposed regulations and intended future action. 

 

OSFM STAFF 
David Castillo, Chairperson  

Victor Wong, Vice-Chair 

Daniel Berlant 

Al Adams 

Greg Andersen 
Vickie Sakamoto 

Victor Wong 
Jinaki Bahati 
Taylor Machado 
Kevin Chan 
Ben Ho 

 

MEMBERS PRESENT via TEAMS 
Nanci Timmins 
Jay Levy 
Richard Roberts 
Sagiv Weiss-Ishai 
Rick Lewis  
Shane Clary 
Rick Cortina 
Wendy Gifford 
David Myers  



 

 

MEMBERS ABSENT 
Andrew Thul 
Howard Hopper 
John Guhl 

 

PUBLIC/GUESTS 
Travis Tyler 
Oscar Salgado 

 

1. CALL TO ORDER/ROLL CALL/ANNOUNCEMENT 
 

The meeting was called to order by Chairperson David Castillo at 10:06 a.m. 
PDT. 

 
A. Welcome and Logistics briefing 

▪ Victor Wong provided the welcome introduction.  
 

B. ROLL CALL / Determine Quorum 
Roll call was taken by Taylor Machado. Victor Wong determined that we had 
a quorum. All attendees present, on Teams and on the telephone, 
introduced themselves.  

 
C. Approval of draft meeting minutes from February 5, 2020 and February 3, 

2021 meetings. Member Richard Roberts motioned to approve the minutes 
and member Shane Clary second the motion. Eight out of ten members 
voted in approval of the minutes with no changes. 

 
D. Announcements/Updates. 

▪ Chief Adams welcomed everyone to the meeting and provided 
updates of the Office and the Division and informed the Committee 
that the Program intent to hire another Mechanical Engineer to join 
the BML team in July 2021. He also indicated that Victor Wong will 
be taking the lead on BML concerns and made the announcement 
that GOVmotus for BML will be available online July 1st.  

▪ Chairperson David Castillo gave the update of appointing Victor Wong 
as Vice-Chair of the Fire Alarm Advisory Committee.   

2. OLD BUSINESS 
 

None 

 

3. NEW BUSINESS 

A. Draft Information Bulletin: 2019 California Residential Code section R327.7 
for Heat Detection for Energy Storage Systems. 
Chief Anderson provided background information of the Information Bulletin 
and asked the committee for feedback regarding heat alarms in 



 

 

unconditioned spaces. Member Sagiv Weiss-Ishai posed the question if a 
sprinkler protection system would be appropriate in lieu of a heat detector, 
and Chief Andersen confirmed it is not. Member Wendy Gifford mentioned 
an issue regarding heat alarms is that the batteries are not currently listed. 
Member Richard Roberts stated there is a proposal in place to add a 
performance test for heat alarms. Member Sagiv Weiss-Ishai suggest the 
issues be placed back on the AHJ for a resolution. Member Rick Cortina 
confirmed there is a UL standard for a heat detector to be installed in an 
unconditioned space. 

 

B. Committee Members:  New Appointment and Re-Appointment 
Victor Wong reminded the committee of previous expired appointments as 
of October 2020. Re-appointment letters that are not received by end of 
May are considered no longer active in the committee. Member Wendy 
Gifford requested a confirmation of her re-appointment letters submitted to 
OSFM. Ben Ho reminded the committee to submit further communication 
regarding appointment letters to the BML shared inbox. Jinaki Bahati 
announced the names of nine members re-appointed and two new 
appointed members to the committee and letters of appointment are being 
submitted for approval. 

 
C. BML Program update 

Jinaki Bahati and Taylor Machado shared with the committee the challenges 
within BML program regarding application and renewal submittals.  
 

D. BML GOVmotus Update  
Chief Sakamoto informed the committee that GOVmotus for BML will be 
delayed until July. A public search tool will be available to search 
listing/license status without being required to create a GOVmotus account. 
Member Wendy Gifford requested a reminder be sent to the committee for 
the launch date of GOVmotus. Victor Wong discussed estimated turn-
around time of 10 days for Fast Track submittals and up to three weeks for 
Fire Alarm accessories and WUI products depending on the order received. 
Incomplete application submittals could take weeks to months depending on 
additional info that is needed. Victor Wong addressed Member Jay Levy’s 
question regarding the BML online database link. 
 

 
 
 
 

OPEN FORUM 
 

A. Victor Wong brought up the issue regarding smoke alarms that do not 
have a 10-year battery and the exception listed in Title 19 and asked the 
committee for their feedback. Chairperson David Castillo clarified the 
issue regarding single versus multiple station smoke alarms in-regards to 
interconnection and asked the committee if a work group should be 



 

 

formed to discuss further. Members Wendy Gifford and Rick Lewis 
brought up the issue of Title 19 language and how the considerable 
exceptions are interpreted. Ben Ho provided background information on 
the California law regarding 10-year batteries and the exceptions that 
were implemented. Member Richard Roberts suggested that UL and 
other individuals in the Fire Alarm industry to participate in the work 
group. All members of the committee voted in approval of forming a work 
group with member Rick Lewis appointed as the lead and members 
Wendy Gifford, Rick Cortina, and Sagiv Weiss-Ishai as volunteers. 

 
B. Member Richard Roberts brought up the issue regarding NFPA-72 TIA 

Chapter 26, Work from Home for supervising spaces and Chapter 29, 
Placement of Smoke Alarm/Detectors in relation to a fixed cooking 
appliance. Member Richard Roberts stated that UL has postponed the 
effective date of their new hamburger test, intended to reduce unwanted 
alarm activations. Chief Anderson will be reviewing to see where these 
would or should be applied to the current or new fire code edition. 

 

C. Member Sagiv Weiss-Ishai informed the committee that San Francisco 
AHJs decided to change their local ordinance to not allow connected UL 
217 Smoke Alarms in new College/Universities and propose to form a 
work group to discuss this further at the state level. All members of the 
committee voted in approval of forming a work group, with Sagiv Weiss-
Ishai appointed as the lead and members Rick Lewis, Rick Cortina, 
Wendy Gifford, Richard Roberts, and Shane Clary as volunteers. Chief 
Anderson addressed member Shane Clary’s concern regarding the 
release date of the 2022 edition of NFPA-72. 
   
 
 



 

 

 

 

MEETING ADJOURNMENT 
 
Victor Wong adjourned the meeting at 11:46 am PDT. 


